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THE LIBERTY BOYS ON THE HUDSON
-OR-

WORKING ON THE WATER
By HARRY HlOORE
CHAPTER I.
AN INSOLENT OFFICER.

"Hello. Dick. I "·oncler what is going on now'?"
"I clon't know, Bob."
"I,ook~ as though the entire crew and all the soldiers have
co;nc ashore from that ship, old fellow."
"So it does."
'·Let's watch them. and see where they go."
".\.II right; I'm willing."
It wns en•ning-just c:omin:.r ni::rht. in fact.
It was the month of September of the year 1780.
The Tie•olutionary war had been going on for four years,
ru1d nt the preRent time the British army occupied New York
f'ity: while the patriot headqnarters was at West Point,
al,out fift~· miles up the Hudson Rirnr.
Qn the evening of "·hich we ''-rite two youths tweuty years
of ag-e stood on a IIullson H.iver wharf, looking at the British w;H.•hips that dotted the ::;tream, and also the bay, lower
do"·n.
Thl'V "·ere no ,other than Dick Sla~r and Bob Estabrook.
who. TI'('rc membern of a famous co mpany of youths of · their
owu an·e. tlie company being kno,yn as the Liberty Boys of
'76.
Dk:k was the captain of the cornpnn~-. antl Bob was his
l'i'!lrt-hand man. They were uo"· in Xew York City on a
;.p~·ii1~ expedition.
They were dressed in clothing such as was worn by orcl ina l'Y dtizeus. and there was nothing in their appearance to
il!dkatc that they w ere soldiers.
.\s we haYe $aid. they "-ere gtanding on the wharf. watchinir the warRhips, when they Raw a nnmber of boats put off
from oue of the sllip!'I and head to\\·ard the wharf. The
be-at;; were loaded down. and. as Bob had said, it lookecl as
thongh the entire rrew and all the soldiers were corning
a,.;hari-.
The l1catR l'eached the wharf and the iumatcs disembarked.
•\fte r tying the painters. so t!.lat the boats would not drift
a,.-a~-. the sailorR ancl Roldiern made their way up the street.
llil-k aud P-ob. cmibns to know where the British tars and
"ol<liel'>' wen• going. followed.
ThC' iiart~- C"Ontinnecl onward till it came to a large, hallJD,e lmilding. nnd into this building the sailors and soldiers
pourecl.
nick and Bob advanred to the door and looked in.
There were perhaps forty or fifty girls and young women
in the room, which wa. a very large one. and on a raisecl
platform at the farther eml sat severa l musicians, with their
i::~trnments beRide them.
"I know "·lint is u11. Di<:k," said Bob.
"I think I do. too ...
"They're goin;:r to have a bi .'! dance."
.. '.I.hat's allout it, old fellow.",

Already the soldiers and sailors were selectinoo partneni
from the g~ds and young ' women and- then the m~sic struck
up and the danciilg began.
The door was left open, and others besides~ Dick and Bob
gathered there to watch the scene 1vithin.
· ·
It was amusing to watch the sailors dancing.
They 'rnre awkward and often got tangled up with the
other dancers. This occasioned considerable confusion at
times.
Dick, Bob and the other spectators laughed, for· it was '
really funny to see the awkward maneuvers m'itde by the
sailors. The soldiers were better dancers.
"~ove, I wish I "·as in there," said Bob, with a sigh; "I
do like to dance, and that's a fact." ·
"I wouldn't mind dancing a bit, myself, Bob; but I don't
think I should care to get mixed up with those tars."
Bob laughed .
"One woulcl he likely to get step11ed on," he grinned.
Dick and Bo\:) stood there, watching, for an hour or more
and then they turned a way. ·
·
·'
They had gone onlY a short distance "·hen they came upon
a young Britisb ?fficer, a lieutenant. and a girl of se>enteen
years. The lieutenant "wns tr~·ing to persuade the girl to c-o
into the hall, where the _dancing was in progress, but sile c:lemuncd.
·
.. I don·t wat1t to go in there," tile youtil;; heard Iler say·
"I <"OUld not tilink of dancing in such a public place_,;
'
The lieutenant uttered au impatient exclamation.
"Ob, there is no ueed of being so particular" he crrowled·
"come along. We will enjoy ourselves, and it 'doesn't matte;
if we don't know anybody in there."
But the :.rirl hung back.
";\lo," she said; "I am not going."
"But you must," nilgrily.
":\lust!" There. was surprise and anger in the girl's YOite.
"Yes! Come along, aud don't be foolish." The lieutenant
took hold of the girl's arm and started to pull ber in the dirertion of the dance hall .
This aroused the anger of the girl most effectually aud
she cried:
·'
"What do you mean, Lieutenant Colson? Let :.ro my arm.
sir! I thought yon were a gentleman, or I would not baYe
come out "-ith you."
A snarl escaped the lips of the lieutenant. It was plain
that this shot had told.
"I am a gentleman," he cried, angrily.
"Then prove it by escorting me to my home at once."
This, however. the lieutenant did not wish to do. He had
made up hiR mind that he " ·ns going to get the g-irl to enter
the dance hall witb him. and be said, coaxingly:
"Oh. come a loug-. BernirP: I -- "
·
"Kindly c-:ill me ::\Iiss Uninell. Lieutenant Colson,·· said
the ;;irl. c:ollllY.

2

THE LIBERTY BOYS

ON THE

HUDSO~.

The lieutenant was now scrambling to bis feet.
"Oh, very well, Miss Guinell," in a mocking tone; "come
Ile was so angry that, although be was trying to tell Dick
along in here and dance with me just once, and I will then
esc:ort you to your home." His idea was that if be could what he was going to do to him. be could only mumble inget her to enter and dance one set. she would be willing to coherently; bis rage almost choked him and prevented the
words from forming.
remain longj!r.
By the time be was on his feet, however, be was in better
But be did not know ·with whom he was dealing. Bernice
Guinell was not one who could be so easily handled. She shape, and he !taped to,vard Dick, with a snarl of rage.
"I'll kill you, you dog!" be hissed; "I'll have your heart's
had said that she would not enter the dance ball, and she
blood for this!"
was determined that she would not do so.
He struck out at the youth rapidly and fiercely, and Dick
"I wish 'to go home," she said, quietly; "kindly escort me
gave ground a little, till the fierceness of the onslaught wore
thither, Lieutenant Colson."
off; then he took the offensive, and forced the lieutenant
"After we have had our dance."
back. Dick dealt the officer several light blows, and then
"No- ri~ht now!"
There was no · mistaking the firmnPss of the girl's voice. caught him full in the C'hest with a powerful blow, knocking
The lieu- him clown again.
An~· one could tell that she meant what he said.
Indeed, so strong was the blow, that all the breath was
tenant. however, was obstinate; it angered him to think that
knocked out of the lieutenant's body, and he floundered about,
this slip of a girl should foil him.
"If :vou go home now, you will have to go alone," he gasping and gu1·g!ing and making a superhuman attempt to
get his breath.
growled.
At last he succeeded. and then he suddenly sat up and
"Yery well; I will go alone," was the prompt reply, and
·
the girl turned and started to walk away. This the young glared around him.
His eyes fell upon Dick.
officer would not permit, however, for be leaped forward and
A cry of rage escaped bis lips.
grasped her by the arm.
His hand flew to bis belt, and when it came away It
"You must not go," he said, almost.fiercely; "don't be foolish. Come and dance with me; just once, and then we will clasped the butt of a pistol.
He leveled the weapon and fired.
return to your home."
Crack!
The girl's blood was up, now. She had become very angry,
and made an attempt to jerk loose from the lieutenant's
hold.
CHAPTER II.
"Let go my arm!" she said, in a low. intense voice.
"I will not do a,nything oi the kind," hissed the lieutenant;
IN THE COLSON HOME.
"you are going tq entell the hall and dance with me, that's
what you are goi:i;ig to do! Come along."
He was a few feet from Dick, and undoubtedly he would
Dick and Bob had paused near at hand, and bad been silent
lrnt interested sp~ctators of the scene. They had hoped that have succeeded in killing, or at least wounding the Liberty
the lleutenanti wqi1ld act the man and escort the girl to her Boy. had it not been for Bernice Guinell.
She saw what was coming, and reached down and struck
home, but they saw that be was not going to do so; that he
was going to be stubborn and ugly, and they made up their the lieutenant's arm up. just as he pulled the trigger.
The act saved Dick's life. perhapfl.
minds that they would take a band in the affair.
The bullet went high above his head, and lodged in the
They suddenly stepped forward from where they had been
standing in a doorway. The girl saw them, and uttered an second story of a building not far away.
"Tbank you, miss," said Dick; "I owe you my life, likely."
exclamation.
"But for me it would not have been in jeoparclly." was
"Oh, ~it's," she said; "will you not make this-this-fellow
the quick reply; "but, come! You must get away from here.
bC'have bi.rnself'I"
""We certainly will do so, miss," said Dick; then to the There will be other soldiers here directly, and they will take
the side of the lieutenant.
lieutenant be said, sternly:
"l\Iy friend and I will escort you to your home. miss,"
"Let go the lady's arm, sir!"
A snarl of rage escaped the young officer's lips. He was said Dick, quietly. "That is, if you wish us to do so."
"Yes. yes, come at once!" the girl cried.
bot-headed and arrogant, and thought that no one should inThC' lieutenant threw the empty pistol do,Yn. with an exterfere with him, unless it might be one of his superior
clamation of rage, and drew another. Before he coulcl us~
officers.
"Go along away from here and attend to your own busi- it, however, Bob Estabrook leaped forward and wre ·ted it
from his hand and tht·ew it out in the street. This done,
ness. if you value your skin!" he hissed.
"Oh, we will go-presently. We are in no hurry, bow- he jerked the officer to bis feet, ancl then gave him a blow
evPt'. and will see to it that you do not worry this young on the jaw, knocking him into the gutter and rendering him
·
unconscious.
htd.v. For the last time, let go of her arm!"
Bob had been angered greatly by ' the lieutenant's attempt
"All right," snarled the lieutenant; "I will let go o! her
arm. but not because you say for me to do so; I will do it to kill Dick, and so he had put every once of bis strength
in order that I may use it in knocking you down, you impu- into the blow.
"Let us hasten away," sairl the girl: "people are coming!"
dent loafer!"
Inc1eecl, the patter of footstepH could be heard and n numWith this. the officer let go his hold on the girl's arm and
took a quick step forward and struck at Dick with all bis ber of persons were coming from the di1'ection of the dance
hall.
·
mip:bt.
"Lead the way, miss. ancl we will at•t·ompany you and
He supposed that he would not ha>e any trouble in knockiuf!' the young stranger down. Was he not a British officer, see to it that you reach your home safely." said Dick.
The girl hastened along . the street; so great was her fear
a lieutenant in the king's army? Ho"\\' could an ordinary
that the young men would get into serious trouble that she
citizen, and an American one at that, stand up before him?
SuC'h were the thoughts that were iil the ~·oung officer's almost ran.
The youths kept close by her ;;idc, anll Dick told her not
mind~ and so, when he found his arm bmshed aside. and recei 1·ecl a blow fail' between the eyes, knocking him down, he to exert herself.
"1Ye are safe from pursuit. mi~"·" said Dick: "take it easy.
was l)erhaps as astonished a man as ever li>ed.
Do"·n be went. with a thud, and he lay there flat on bis There is no need of tiring yourself out."
The girl slacken eel her pace some,vba t. an cl they moYed
baC'lc blinking up at the stars, many of which seemed to
have developed a sudden and peculiar penchant for shooting along thus till she paused in front of a building on one of the
'
cross Rtreetfl.
tbi~ 1Yay and that.
'".rhii; is my home, .. she Raid: "aud I wh;h that you would
"Good for you. Dick!<' exclaimed Bob; "ma;rbe the fool will
ha1·e sense enough to treat a lady as she should be treated come in. and permit my father to thank you for what you
did for me."
in future."
"It is I who should thank you for s~wing my life." said
"Oh. thank you, sir!" exclaimed the girl: "but 1 fear you
),Jave gotten your1<elf into trouble. You had better hasten Dick: '·you owe us no thanks."
"I think differently. f<ir: will you not ('Orne i'n ~ ..
away; be is au officer in the king's army, and he will do you
The youths fh' unuTetl. and Raid it was not worth while;
injury. I am afraid."
"Don't worry about me, miss," said Dick, quietly; "I am but >;Ile insisteLl, and so they entered the house with her,
nllle to take care of myself, against even au officer in the aml ''"ere eonllucted to the librar.r, where a mnn of ruic1clle
age ;;at readin~.
ki11g's army."
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I-IC' rose as they entered and looked first at bis daughter-"\Ybat are you-lo~'alist or patriot?"
for he was the girl's father-and theu at the t-IYO youths.
The man smiled in a quizzic:al manner. and then said:
It was evident that he was surpriRed to see his llaughter i11
" "What else <:ould a man lie, in ~e"· York City <tt the pres-tbP <:ompany of a couple of strnngers.
ent time. than a lOJ' alii:;t"I" lll· inquired; "i,; not the t·it.v oYer·
"
'"I;'ather. these young- gentlemen rendered me a favor, and , run with the Britisll ?"
\l.a>;keLl thrm to come in, ;;o tllat you could thank them . ., the
"I understand." said Dick: "you are a patriot. but are not
girl 1omirl. "I do not even know your name . ., she added, with telling any one that such is the case, so long as t])P British
a smile: "so you will have to introdm·e ~·ourselves.,.
occupy the city."
":\Iy name is i\lorgan," said Dick- "Dick ~Iorgnu, and my
"Perhaps; I will not aclrno'\\ledge that this is so."
ftieucrs n:uue is Bob Benton."
"You would be safe in doing so, so far as my friend and I
"I am glad to m eet you and to make your acquaintance," are concerned."
said the gent!emau boa rtil~· · as he shook hands with them;
"I am sure of that."
"bnt " 'here is the 1il'utenant?"
Rap! Rap! Rap!
"I clon't know "·here he is, father; and I can truthfully
The men were knocking again, and this tlme louder than
say that I don't cnre."
before.
"Ell? 'Yhat is tllat'! Vi'hat do you mean?"
"The chances are that they are here, thinking that we
"I mean that the lieutenant is not a gentleman, father; came here with you, Miss Guinell," said Dick; "so perhaps
be t1·ied to get me to go to a public dance hall. where sailors it would be as well for us to slip out the back way, and•
and soldiers "·ere clant'ing, and when I refused, he was going then you can let them enter and search for ns. When they'
to force me to go."
·
find that we are not here, they will go a way."
"Vi'bat is that you say, Bernice?" in a voice of amaze·
"Oh, but I am afraid the lieutenant might hurt father!"
ment and anger; "clo you mean that Lieutenant Colson was said Bernice; "I beg of you not to go."
so ungentlemanly as to act in that manner?"
"We would not go, for the world, if . you do not wish us to
"Yes; and but for these two gentlemen, who came to my do so," said Dick.
"I am glad of that."
assi;;ta11ce. he might have carried out his purpose."
"Jove. I "·ish I had the scoundrel here! I would cane
At this moment there came the sound of loud pounding at
him within an inch of his life!"
the door, followed 'by the command:
Then he shook hands again warmly with the two youths
"Open the door, in the name of the king!"
anrl thanked them for what they had done for bis daughter.
"They are getting angry and impatient." said Diclc
She q'llickly detailed the story, and Mr. Guinell grew more
"I hardly know what to clo." said ~fr. Guinell; "if I don't
and more angry and excited.
open the door, they will probably break it clown."
"I'm glad that you knocked the scoundrel senseless," he
"Bob and I will conceal ourselves somewhere, and you cac
told Bob: "I hope that the lesson he has received will' be of then go ancl oven the door," said Dick. "Perhapfl you may
benefit to him."
be able to get tbem to go about their busiuess. without hav"Tltere i;; not much hope that this will be the case," said ing any trouble 'IYith them."
'
Dick; "such fellows rarely learn anything. for the reason
"Yonder is an alcove. curtained off,' so that .it is not likely
tbat they tbink they already know it all, and that everything to be noticed." said Bernice; "you ' can hide there."
they clo is all right."
"Very well."
·
"I think that you are right about that."
,
The youths took up their position in the alcoYe, and then
Jirnt then there came a loud rapping on the front door.
Mr. Guinell went to the door and unbolted and opened it.
"'Yho can that be?" exclaimed ~Ir. Guinell.
"vVhat is wanted. gentlemen?" he askecl, quickly, before
"Likely it is the lieutenant," said Bob; "it would be just they· coulcl speak.
about like him to come here.",
The leacler of the five was Lieute1rnnt Colson, and he
Bernice turned pale.
stepped .quickly forward and said, in a fierce, almost hissing
"Oh. I hope that such is not the case!" she said; "be is voice:
"vYe want those two cowardly rebels that came here ·with
no cloubt in a desperate mood. and would not hesitate to kill
either or both of you young gentlemen."
your daughter!"
Did;: a!!d Bob exchanged covert smiles.
Mr. Guinell feigned surprise.
"Yl'e would have something to say about that, Miss Guinell,"
'"What do you mean?" be asked; "what two rebels? No
said Dick; "you need not fear for us, if it is the lieutenant." rebels came home with my daughter."
"But be might have some others with him," said Mr.
"I know better! 'l'hey came here with her, and I want
G11inell.
to see them. They are rebels, and we have come to arrest
"'l'hat's rn. Dick." said Bob.
them!"
"Let us go into the parlor and look out of the front win"They are not here."
clo\\· and se.e," so.id Bernice.
· "I know better: and we are going to find them. .Come,
"That is a good snggestiou," said Dick.
men; we will search the house!"
They made theil' way back to the parlor, and looked out
of the window.
Sure enough, there were five men standing on the front
CHAPTER II I. I.
stoop.
It was not so dark but what the forms could be seen fairly
A BOLD SCHEME.
"'<'IL but it wns impossible to distinguish features. There
conlrl be little doubt regarding the identity of at least one
of the fiYe. however: the lieutenant was certainly there."
The five redcoats pushed their way past Mr. Guinell ann
"\Yhat shall we' clo?" asked Bernice, in a whisper.
entered the hallway.
"'Ye will k,eep quiet and they will go away presently,"
"Bring a light," ordered Lieutenant Colson.
"I as8ure you. sir. that there ls no one here other than mysn !<1 :\Ir. Gui11ell.
"I rlon't believ<' they will go away," said Bob; "however, ,'elf an<'! daughter.'' 1<aill Mr. Guinell.
'"rhat r emains to be seen. Bring a light."
\\e l':lll \Yait a while nnd see."
"You think they will keep on knocking at the door?"
There wns nothing to do but obey. nncl so :\Ir. Guineli
made his wny to"·arcl the library, where several candles were
a>'kccl :Pernice.
"YP><. :ind probably they will knock it down, if you don't burning.
Dick and Bob ,hardly knew what to clo.
open it."
They felt that if they were found there it would go hard
"J,et th Pm clo that at their peril!" said Mr. Guinell; "if
they should clo that. I would be .iustified in shooting them with Mr. Guinell nnd bis daughter, but they could see no
(lo\\·n. They . would be housebreakers. and every man has a way of avoicling this.
Sucldenl~· they felt the clra11eries in front of the alcove
right to protect his home. even in such times as these."
"You art> right. sir." ;;aid Dick; "and Bob and I will stand stir, and then a voice said, in a faint whisper:
"Stand perfectly still. and I think we will be able to make
11~- you.
'l'he three of us will be able to beat the five redtheir search for you unavailing."
coats, I am l'<nre."
'11Ir. Geinell looked quickly and sharply at Dick.
It was the voice of Bernice. and the youths breathed forth
the words "Very vrnll." iu unison.
"You are not a lo~·alist," he said.
The next moment they felt <\ veculiur scns&tton-as though
"Vi;lrnt u1::tl;:es you think that?" smiled Dick.
they were sinking tbl'Ough the fioor.
"Because you called those men redcoats."
They quickly realized. the trntll: 'rhey were on a sort uf
'!'be youth gave the man a keen, searching look, and sni.d:
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big dumbwaiter, and were being lowered intQ an underground
""Tell, I ha>e this to say. that you are in danger nil the
room of some kind.
time you are here. and that if you should be closely pressed.
The sinkin,g sensation continued till they bad gone down and do not know which way to turn. come here to us. "'e
perhaps a dozen or fifteen feet. and then it ceased.
\Till >;ecrete yon, and help you all we can."
"Step off the platform," whispered the girl.
"Tlrnuk ~·on. :'I.Ir. Guinell. Y'i'e will remember, and should
'l'be youths obeyed, and then they heard a slight creaking we get in a tight place we will come here to ~·ou."
sound. The p)atfonn was going back up to its place.
"Do so; you \Till meet with a warm welcome."
"'Vhat kind of nu :urangement is that. anyway?" asked
"Yes, indeed," from Bernice.
Bob, in a \This per. He was a youth with a well-developed
"I think we had better go. out the back way," said Dic:k.
bump of curiosity, and he always wished to know about every- "It iH pos'sible that the redcoats may watch the front of the
thing that came under bis observation.
builcling a while. at least, and in that case they would .:iee us,
"It is a lift. something on the order of a dumbwaiter," was \Yhid1 would be bad for you."
the reply. "It is :inst the size and shape of the alcove, and
"Yery well. I will conduct you out the rear way."
is operated by weights. All that is nece::;sary is to touch a
Dick and Bob then bade Bernice good-night. and followed
spring, and that sets the machinery at w~i;k."
Mr. Guinell. who led the way to the back door. This he
""Tell. well! It is lucky for us or tfie redcoats that you opened, aml after shaking hand with him and bidding him
were nble to get us down here out of the wny."
good-night, the two took their departure.
"True! I hope they will soon go about their business."
They were soon making their wn~· up the alley, and when
"How does it happen that there is such an affair as this they came to the street they turned and walked in the direcdumbwniter in the house?" asked Dick.
tion of the' dance hall, wllere tile solcliers and sailors were
"It was clone to afford any one a means of hiding in case dancing.
it was necessary," was the reply. "The house was built by
Wheu they got there they found that a crowd was standing
my father's father, and so he knows all about it."
about the doorway, as bad been the case when they were
"I see."
there before.
"Listen!" whispered Bob.
'rile two youths advanced till they were on the outskirts
The sound of trampling feet was heard over their heads.
of the crowd, and paused. ·
"They are looking in the parlor now," said Dick.
"They seem to be having a good time in there," said a
The trampling of feet was heard for several minutes, and man. addressing Dick.
then it ceased.
"Yes," the youth replied.
"They hnve · left the room." said Dick. "Now we can go
"It gives them a change from the dull routine of life on
back up again."
shipboard, and makes them less likely to become sulky and
"I judge that' it will be safe." was the girl's reply, "and mutinous. r judge." the man continued.
then, if they should attempt to injure father, you will be
"Likely,•· agreed Dick. "Is this a common thing-the dancthere to protect him."
ing?"
"You are right.."
"It is of every night occurrence: you see, the crews and
Bernice touched the spring, and a creaking sound was soldiers of the ships take turn-about, until the rounds of
heard.
all the vessels have been made."
A few moments later the girl whispered:
"So that's the way they do, is it?"
"Step onto th~ platform."
.
"Yes· the. beain down in the bay. and the crews of the
The
youths
did
as
told.
and
'
~a,sl1 o"r·e , each
ni'"'ht
m· rotation
accordin"',., to their
1·
· b o•
·d I Bermce
rJ •
dfollowed;
t d"I then the plat- sups
come
,
,..
,
,
.
f orn~
e,..an ~Qvrng upwar ' s 011 ~ an s e~ .i y.
.
locntion. The crew from the vi>ssel lying next on the north
Pie.sentry 1t ~a~rn to a stop, and they 11 e1e back m tlle al-1 11.ill come ashore to-morrow night."
co>e Ill the pa1lor.
.
"That is a very "OOd 11 1an" said Bob .
."We had better. stay here.:• whispered ~he girl. "They
"Oh yes· it is s"'atisfacto{.y to all and is perfectly just and
m~~ht come into. this r?om ~gam before leavrng the house."
fair.,, ·
'
'
;re~y.well. Miss Gm.nell.
'.rhe youths watched the·scene within, through the open
Near!~ half an ho:u passed. and then the sound of foot- do . ·av fo. a while lon"'er. and then theY turned and walked
steps were he~rd comrng ~lo_ug the hall.
s l o~~y a~va;.
"'
.
At. the door of the parlor the sound ceased. and the voice
"Say. Bob. I have a scheme ... said l)ick. when they were
of L1euten~nt Col~on asked:
o t of earshot of the men "'athered around the doorway of
"\Vhere 1s Bernice?"
u
,..
The ~irl started, and clutched Dick's arm. It was evident th;, ~lance ball'. . . .
. .
. " .
that she was frightened. Th~ question might lead to trouble . Im glad. of ,,it, if it promises anythm,,. rn the way of exfor all. for the lieutenant might clernancl to know where the c1tement, pick. .
.
.
,,
girl \Yas. and this would disconcert N!r. Guinell. who un""'ell, 1t promises plent~r m .the way ?f e,;c1tement.
donbtedly guessed where she was. but would not di. close her
::Let's hear wfat the ~che_me 1s, then. D!ck:
_ .
."
whereabouts to the redcoats.
.\.II right. You he:ud "hat that man smd, back ~ onder.
"r rlon't know where Bernice is." replied ~Ir. Guinell. "She "Yes."
"'Yell. my Rcheme is to come clown here Rome night. with
may have stepped OYer· to see our next-door neighbor."
"Hnmph!'' in the lieutenant's voice. ""'ell, you will need our Liberty Boys. and cnpture one of the Yessels, while the
to be careful. Mr. Guinell. From now on you will be watched crew is aRhore. dancing."
Bob uttered an exclamation.
closely. for you will be suspected of having barbored rebels.
"Great guns. Dick. that iR juRt the thing!" he cried.
Of conrse. I, being interested in your daughter, will do all
"You think the 11lan a good one, theu ?"
I can for you. hut you will have to be very careful."
"I do. old fellow!"
"Thank you," said :\fr. Guinell.
"Good! Then let's go clown to the riverside and see if we
Then the sound of trampling feet was heard again,
presently the opening and closing of the front door. and can learn an~-tbing that will be of value to us."
The
Thev wnllrn<l down to tlw shore. nnd stood there on the
redroats hnd gone.
The next moment :!\fr. Guinell entered the room, carrying whnri. i:rnzing out over the wnter at the Rhip;;, w!Jich w0re
dimly YiRiblc, owing to the lanterns hanging- in the rign candle.
ging.
"Corne forth." he Raid. "The roast is clear."
The~- counted. and foun(] thn t there wi>re only se>en >esBernice anrl the J,iberty Boys stepped 1'orth from the alsels Jving north of the one thnt the sailorR an<l ROldiers had
C'OYP.
"I ;~nesrnd "-hat had become of you;· 1\Ir. Guinell said, come 'ashore from that eYening.
""'e "-ill C'om.e down b~re in the morning. Bob. nnrl decide
smiling. "I was afraid that you might not think of doing
upon which >es1<el to try to rapture."
what yon did. Bernice."
"That will be a gornl 11lnn, Dick; "~e don't \Yant to tr~· to
"I thought of it right away, father."
They tnlkeil a few minutes. and then Dick and Bob said capture a bi.g war;;hip."
"Xo; we want to capture a schooner. or n sloop-of-war."
they must be going.
"Yes: a vesRel that we boys can hanc~le after we haYe cap. "Why not remain all night?'' Mr. Guineli asked.
""re have a · room at one of the taverns," replied Dick, ture<"! it. "
"Yon are ri.gllt: for I have made up my mind to do some
"nml. too, ''"e have some work to do yet to-night."
"Am J ri.ght in sup-posing that you two are in the city on work on the water.··
"That 'would be fine. 01<1 fe~low . ·•
n ~llYing- ex1wd.ition ?" the man nsked.
"If we can capture a sloop-of-wat· we will be in a position
··VP~. sir."

TIIE LIBERTY BOYS
to do 8ome good work; we will guard the IIudson, ancl drive
the British back iu case they try to a;;ceml the river."
They cliseussed ibe matter quite n while. and then turned
and made their 'Tay back in the direetion of the tavern 'vhere
tbe~' "·ere staying.
They soon arrived there. ant1 went at once to their room.
Here they discussed their plans a few minutes, and then
went to sleep.
They were np early next n:lorning, ancl after breakfast
they sallied forth.
They went clown to the ri\C'l', nncl stood on the wharf.
'.rhey easily identified tile ship that the sailors ancl soldiers
had co me off of that were in the danC'e ball the night before,
and then they carefnlly sized up the other vessels that lay
.
higher up the stream.
There were seven, a ncl the fourtll one from the farthest one
north ,·ms a neat-looking sloop-of-war.
'".rl1:1t"s the vessel '"e want. Dick," said Bob.
"Yes; and as it will be four nights before its crew will go
ashore, we will have plent~· of time to 1ay our plans, and
get here with the boys, ready to make the capture."
"Yes: so we will."
CHAPTER IV.
AT

WORK.

On lh e fourth night from the one just told about, a party
of one hundred young men stood on the shore of the Hudson. on the west side of the stream, near 1Yeehawken.
These youths were the Liberty Boys.
Two boats lay in the water. at the youths' feet, and they
were getting ready to make the daring attempt to capture the
sloop-of-1\ar.
Dic-k Slater now gave th(! order for some of the youths to
get into the boats.
The Lil1erty Boys obeyed, nud soon the two boats were
loacl er1 clown. Each held ten, besides t'YO men at the oars,
making a clozen in all.
"You boys stay here," said Dick. "and if we can capture
the sloop we "·ill sail it up here and send the boats ashore
·
for ~·o u."
"All right." replied one. "'\Ye wil1 be here when you come."
Then th e boats moved away downstream.
The youths kept close to the weRt shore, for they did not
want to risk bein<> discovered by the British on the three
ve. ~els that tlley had to pass before coming- to the ·sloop.
Thcr counted the ships. and when th ey had pas.·ed three
tlley henc1ecl diagonally across the stream.
As they drew near the sloop, they rowed carefully, and adv:rn r·ed very cautiously.
Dirk knew there would be ·entinels on the deck of the
vessel. and it ,..rnuld not clo to venture too near unt!J after
the sentinels had beeu taken care of. Thi;; work he was e:oing to attend to himself, with Bob's help.
Presently he gave the signal to stop rowing.
'l'he youths <lid so.
"Xo'~' bold the boats here, as nearly as possible, till you
he:ll' me Rignal you from the sloop." ne said.
Then lie and Bob silently let the.msel\·es oYer the side of
the boat. one on each side, to keep it from tipping, and
strnck out . toward the sloop.
Both youths were expert swimmers. and could swim better wit!J their clothes on than most persons could with uothing to weigh them down.
'l'hc~' swam f!Oiselessly, for they did not want that their
preP.cnC'e should be discovered by either of the sentinels on
the dee-I;: of the sloop.
'L'hey "·ere not long in reaching a point immeclia tely under
•
the projecting stern of tile Yessel.
Here they felt around, and suddenly a thrill of delight went
oYer Dick. His hand had touched a rope that was hanging
from the railing of the sloop.
"'\\-e are all right, Bob," he whispered. "Here is a rope.
will g-o np first. ancl then you come."
"All right, Dick."
The Liberty Boy climbed the rope, hancl-over-hand, and at
last wns high enough so that he could grasp the rail. He
did this, ancl then remained there, silent and motionless, trying to gGt tbe sentinel located.
HP heard footstep on the deck, and soon he noted the outlines of a human form coming toward him. He did not belieYe the sentinel could see him, so he remained where he
was.
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He was right: the sentinel dicl not see him or suspect that
any one was there. and he turned and wall;:ed back in the
direction from which he had just come.
Diek seized upon tile opportunitv and climbed softlv over
the rail. He looked down, ancl co1i1a make out the dai·k outlines of Bob's form as tile youth climbed toward the rail.
A minute later Bob stood on the cleck beside Dirk.
"Xow what, old fellow'!" Bob breathed.
The ;;entinel will be back here in a few mim1tes. Bob: we
will leap upon him and make a prisoner of him. I will try
to get him b.\· 1he throat, so that he will not be able to cry
out n ncl giye the alarm."
".\.11 right; we ought to be able to get him without his
geting a chance to err out.,.
"Sh!" cautioned Dick at this juncture. "He's coming now."
Sure enough. tliey heard the measured tread of tile ent!uel,
and th e sound grew louder and plainer.
Then the sentinel's forru was seen dimly outlined against
the light mndc b.v the lantern in the rigging, and the youths
croucliecl low nncl waited for the moment when the 'attack
shoulc1 be made.
'.rhe sentinel advanced to within ten feet of the youths, and
then turned and started back.
This wns the moment the Liberty Boys were waiting for.
They leaped forward with the speed and silence of panthers, and while Bob threw his arms around the redcoat's
body, pinioning his arms. Dirk seized the fellow by the throat,
compressing it to such an extent as to make it impossible for
him to cry out.
'rhe sentinel attempted to struggle, but could not do anything; he also tried to cry out, but a gasping gurgle that could
not haYe been beard a dozen feet was an that res1\ltecl.
Th<' two ~·ouths quickly bound rtbe $et1.tinel and gagged him,
and then they madt> their " ·ay to the · other encl of the sloop.
They expected to find another sentinel there. but were
agreeably disappointed. The one had been doing the. work
alon e.
'l'his made things easier for the Liberty Boys. and they
went to the rail. and Dick gave utterance to a cautious
whistle- the Rig-nal agreed upon.
.soon the two bpats were lying alongside the sloop, and
D1ek lowered a rope-ladc1er that " ·as fastened to the rail.
T!1e Liberty Boys then climbed aboard.
l'i hen tile youths were all on board and the boats had been
tied so that they would not drift away they went to the cabin
anc! entered.
'Ihey found only three soldiers there, and these were quickly
ma~1e prisoners. anc1 confined iu one of the staterooms. where
then· yells would be smothered in case they gave Yent to
.
an;:· .
Iln~ clone. the youths went out on deck agam, and pro.
ceellecl to get the sloop under "'a)·.
'l'here were a dozen at least among the youths who knew
how to handle a vessel almost as well as an old sailor. and
they told Dick that they were ready for work whenever he
.
said the word.
."The"fi~·st thing to clo is to ge! thos.e lanterns down, ., said
'Ille men on the ot her ships will see you if YOU "'0 to
Dirk.
spreading the sails witll the lanterns where theJ; are~"
"l'i'on't the~· susp.eet that something is wrong when they
see the lanterns hemg taken clown?" asked Bob.
"I don't tllinl;: so: still. if th~y sh?ulc1 do so, they will not
be able to get oyer here to mvestigate before we will be
moving away."
"'l'rne. '\Yell, come along, three of you boys, and we will
take those lantems clown."
Bob and three of the youths climbed into the rig.e:ing ancl
brought the lanterns down and extinguished the lights.
Scarcely had .they done so "'hen there came a hail from
one of the other vessels. It la~· only a little more tllan a
quarter of a mile distant. and the voice could be heard plainly.
"Hello, why t1icl you tuke tile lanterns clown?" wa;; the
query.
Dick was ready-witted. and ht> at once shouted back:
"l'i'e c1ill it for a joke: we want to see if the men will be
fooled nnd not know where to look for us when they come
back."
"Oh. that's boy's play; Jigllt the lantems again."
"All right. if you say so: lrnt I shouldn't think you would
objer·t to a little prnctical joke like that."
"There is no sense in playing any such joke."
Dkk had given the y<rnths orders to get to work, the iustant the lanterns 'Tere extineuislied. and they were already
in the rigging, setting- the sails. One of the youths, the best
seam:rn of nil, Juul taken his plnce :ll 'the wheel.
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The man was soon clambering oYer the rail, and the ~·ouths
seized aml bound nnd gagged him.
They did so without llis making an outl'ry, for Dick bad
got him by the throat.
Just aR they finished this, oue of the boys who had been
up in the rigging. setting sail, came to Dick '"ith the information that all was read.v.
•·very well: we
get away from here in a hurry, then,"
the youth said.
He at once gaTe orders for the anchor to be raised, and
the youths got it up as quickly as pos~ible.
The redcoats down in the boat. of whom there were three,
knew that something was going on ont of the way, and they
called up and asked what it was. Of course, they received
no answer.
As soon as the youths had got the anchor up, the Liberty
Boy at the wheel went to work, and soon had the vessel
headed up the stream.
The wind was astern, and so the sloop made good headway.
The men in the boat that had been alongside the sloop
set up ;i yell that was heard aboard the other 1warsbips that
were near at hand, and soon there was consiaera}:llc excitement.
The soldiers on the warships knew that something out of
the way was happening, and it did not take them long to
learn that the sloop had been captured and was being sailed
away-the redcoats in the boat having carried this news to
them.
Then the excitement grew deeper, and attempts were made
to locate the sloop.
'l'his was difficult, however, for the night was !}ark, and
there were no lights on her deck.
The guns began to boom from the decks of the warships,
and the solid shot spattered in the water, at random, though
several came near the sloop.
The Liberty Boys were jubilant.
They were getting safely away with the sloop-of-war.
It did not matter that there was danger that they might
be sent to the bottom by a shot from one of the warships;
they were happy anyhow, because of the success that had
attended their efforts so far.
On up the Hudson the sloop sailed.
The excitement over the affair bad extended down the
river and out into the bay, to all the warships there, and
even in the city the people were facing about, asking questions. ·
1\Iany thought the city was being attacked by the patriots,
or by a fleet from the ocean-it having been stated a number of times that the French fleet was coming to aid the
patriots.
Finally the news got around that a party of patriots had
captured a sloop-of-war and was making ·way with it, and
this occasioned no end of talk.
"It is just such an exploit as one would look for from that
company of young fellows known as the Liberty Boys,"
said one man.
"That's so," from another, "and it would not surprise me
if it turned out that they are the ones who did the work."
"I hardly think they will be able to g-et clear a'Yay."
'·I don't know about that; it is dark. and they will ·11ave a
good chance to escape up the river."
"You are right; and the wind is right for them."
OH.APTER V.
"So it is; the only chance the British have is in hitting the
sloop with a random cannon-ball. nncl sinking it."
ON THE HUDSON.
"That would be only an accident, and one that wonld not
The man's head appeared above the rail, presently, and happen once in a hundred years."
"True."
the youths got ready to receive him.
Several of the sma)ler war vessels weighed anchor, ><et
He clnmbered over the rail, and was seized and bound and
tiaiis, and started up tlle Hudson in pursuit of the sloop-ofgagged in a jiffy.
l
"I woncler how many more there are down there?" said war.
'.rhe commanders thought it po$sible that they might outDick. in a whisper.
"I don't know, " replied Bob.
, sail the sloop and recapture it.
They kept firing shots from the bowchascrs. bnt ven- few
"I might as well call tllem up, one after the other," he
snid-" at least uutil the boys have the sails all spread, and of the balls came anywl1ere near the fugttin' vesRel. ·
The Liberty Boys neYer thought of the tlangcr from these
t~en WC' will get away from here as rapidly as possible."
shots.
"'l'hat w·ill be a good plan," agreed Bob.
fli t:k leaned over the rail and called down to the redcoats:
They we1·e too lnrny thinking of the ~uccess that Imel at•'Another one of ~'0 11 come up here."
tended their efforts at ca ]lturing the sloop.
"A~'e . nye, sir!·· was the reply.
When the little Tessel came oppo~ite \Ycchawken it hove
'l'hey heard a man climbing the ladder immediately after- to, and the boats were sent ashore.
1Yard.
The other Liberty Boys '>';ere :soon aboard. :incl then the
"G<'t read.v to receive l:lim," whispered Dick.
sloop sailed on UlJ the stre~m.
"011. we'll receive him in good shape," was Bob's reply. I The British warships that were in pursuit h11.d gained con-

The wincl was just right for the youtl;ls' purpose. It was
from the south, and this would give them a chance to sail
tlle sloop up the stream.
Before the yohths had succeeded in getting the sailR set,
ho,Yever. there e;ame the sound of oars, and a voice called
out:
'· 'l'he sloop ahoy!"
"Ahoy!" called back Dick.
"'Ylly haYe you not relighted the lanterns, as you were
ordered to do?"
"They were almost empty, sir," replied Dick, "and they are
being refilled with oil."
"Bosh! I think you are trying to evade obeying orders,
an cl I am going to come aboard and see about this matter!"
"Yery well, sir; you will find that you are mistaken," replied DiC'k.
'l'hen Ile turned to the half-dozen Liberty Boys who stood
near at hand, and said:
·
"Be ready to seize that fellow when he comes on board.
·we will make a prisoner of him and carry him away-and
any more of them that may come aboard."
"So we will."
"Throw us a ladder," called out the voice.
It sounded from the other side of the sloop from the one
on which the youths bad come aboard. This was well, for
had the rertcoats discovered the presence of the two boats,
their suspicions would have been aroused at once, and they
would not have ventured to come on board.
Dick found a rope-ladder, which was fastened to the rail,
and lle tossed the loose end down ..
'"rher you are," he called out.
"All right; I'm coming 9n board, and I want that you
shall haYe some of those lanterns lighted by the time my
bead shows above the rail. If such is not the case then it
will go hard with you!" ·
Of course, the youths did not light any of the lanterns; they
were going to make a pris.oner of the officer, and of any
more of the redcoats that might climb up before the sloop
got under way.
They listenecl intently, and heard the . redcoat toiling up
the laclcler. muttering angrily as he came.
Presently his head appeared above the rail; the youths could
just a iscern it in the darkness.
"No light on deck, eh?" the officer snarled. "Well, you
w!ll be sorry for this! You will wish that you had not disobe~·ed orclers before I get through with you!"
He clambered clumsily over the rail, and scarcely had his
feet touched· the deck before he was seized by the Liberty
Boys.
He kicked and struggled, and did llis utmost to get free,
but could not; neither could he cry out, for Dick had seized
hiru by the throat, and thus effectually smothered all his
cries in his throat.
·
They quickly bound the officer and gagged him, and then
Dick called clown to the redcoats in the boat:
"Come up here, one of you."
"All right," was the reply.
Then they heard another redcoat climbing the ladd er.
The youths got ready to treat him the same way tll e,r 1•
treated the officer.
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siderable. and the booming of the cannon sounded Jond in- excellency," be said. "I did not think they could succeed,
but they seem to have clone so."
deed.
"Yes, there is the proof of it out there in the riYer."
It wa;;; so dark, boweYer, that the danger from the cannon"I ·am glacl that you die! succeed, Dick," said General
balls was sligb1.
Greene. ""·e may find considerable use for the sloop."
It tl"nnRlJired that the sloop Yras a fast ~miler.
"Yes. I think it may be made of great use and value to
It gradnall~· drew away from tl1e warships.
'.l'he ~ouncl of the guns grew Jess and less loud, and the us." said General Washington.
They talked quite a while, and then Dick ancl Bob took
yontbs knew they were leaYing r!Je Pnemy astern.
""'e are all right," cried Bob, jubilantly. ""'Ye have cap- their departure.
They went back clown to the river, got into the boat and
turccl the sloop and got safely :rn·ay with it, Dick."
rowed back to the sloop.
"Sn it wonlcl seem, Boll."
They boarded it, and then Dick called the youths up and
"Oh. there is no doubt about it."
them that they were to remain on board the vessel.
""·e mu;;tn"t now too loudly befon' we are out of the tolcl
"We are going to work on the water instend of on shore,
timber ..,
for a while," he said.
"Oh. we are out of the timber now."
"Hurrah!" cried Bob. "That suits me. It will be a
"I don't know about that."
<'llnnge."
a
for
heard
was
cnnnon-ball
a
of
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"So it will." ngreecl Dick.
wl1ile after that, and then was not heard any more. The
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the
by
ma<le
no\><c
To be on the Hudson, sailing up and clown the beautiful1
made
youths
the
that
cnse
the
been
bad
what
to
cornpnred
on the sloop tha't they had captured. would be the1
stream,
range.
of
out
werC'
they
minds
their
up
sport in the world for the Liberty Boys.
greatest
at
youth
the
that
Boys
Liberty
the
for
fortunate
U ,·rns
be danger in the work they were going to do,
would
There
plied
that
scllooner
a
on
worked
had
the ''"hPel "·as one n·ho
not matter. The Liberty Boys thrived and grew
did
that
but
consea
as
was,
who
ancl
York,
New
nncl
between Albany
fat on dangers that would have appalled the ordinary run of
quence, perfectly familiar with every crook and turn of the men.
tops
the
of
watch
keeping
by
sloop
the
rirnr. Ile guided
When Dick had explained everything to the youths, he said:
of t!Je bills nnd pa!iimdes, and he rnanagecl to keep the ves"Now get ready to fire a salute, boys. We are going to do
was.
it
t!Jough
dark
stream.
sel in tlH' middle of the
to the commander-in-ch ief, and at the same time dedihonor
stream
the
with
familiar
so
was
youth
The fact that this
vessel to the patriot cause."
the
cate
Point.
"'est
to
river
the
up
on
mnde Dick decide to continue
the boys, and they got to work.
suited
This
\\l:u;hington.
H<' wis!Jed to report to Genernl
Then! were five cannon on bdard-tw6 on either side and
Tbey s::iiled up the stream till they came .opposite the fort one at the stern.
at West Point. and then they brought the sloop up in the
The youths manned these guns, and tlien, at the word from
wind. clropped tbe anc11or. and furled the sails.
Diek, fired them off as a salute.
"\Ye " 'ill remain here till morning. and then will go ashore
Boom-m-m-m-m !
an cl make onr report to the commander-in-ch ief," said Dick.
Then the Liberty Boys waved their hats and gave three
Thi>< "·as satisfactory.
cheers, after which they began setting the sails.
'I'll<' youths Wl're well plen;:;ed, anyway, and felt that they
At the same time Dick sent the redcoat prisoners aslJOre in
wonlcl come in for lJraise from General Washington.
one of the boats, and the youths who had attended to this got
Certain])~ they were entitled to think that they would be back just as the sloop was ready to sail.
praised.
A few minutes later the vessel swung around and moved
"\Yhen morniug came the youths ate break!ast on board slowly and gracefully down the stream.
the sloop. for th<'y fonncl plenty of pro.,-isions.
Generals Washington and Greene were watching from the
After breakfast Dick and Bob got in a boat and went window, and the former said, with a smile:
ashore.
"Those Liberty Boys are a brave and dashing lot, General
'l'h<'Y lanclecl on the enst shore and mnde their way to the Greene"
compatriot
the
house
whose
at
,
Robinson
BeYerly
home of
"Ind~ed they are, sir," ~as the reply. "They have done a
mand er-in-chief had bis headquarters.
great deal of good work for the patriot cause, and they will
The youths were soon in the house. and a little later were do a great deal more before the war ends, I am sure."
shown into the comlll:l!Hler-in-ch ief's pri\ate room. which
"Yes, so am I."
OYerlooked the IInclson.
Uenernl "\Yn:o:hington g:we the youths a pleasant greeting .
CHAPTER VI.
.. I am indeed glad to se<' you. my bo~·s, .. he . aid. 'l'ben be
shook banrls witb them most hrartily.
A WARXING.
•·xo"·· tt'll me." he said ... "·hat YeRsel i>< that out there in
the riYer. aml how happens it that you came ashore from it?"
The sloop went sailing down the Hudson, with the Liberty
Di<·k hastened to tell t!Je commancler-iu-eb ief the story of
the eaptm·<' of the BritiRh sloop-of->Y:H. and tlle great man Boys on board.
They were in high spirits.
wa>< <lelighlecl. Ih• llncl been a way when Did:: askecl perThey talked and laughed, and were jolly indeed.
mii::sion to go dow11 aml make tlw attempt to captnre the vesReload the guns, boys," ordered Dick.
sel. and neueral GrPene had g-iYen the youths the permission.
They proceeded to do so at once.
and had then forgotten to tC'll General \Yashington when
Then Dick detailed certain of the youths- to handle the canbe rame bnck to headquarter;:;.
".'.l.ud that is a British t'<loop-of-war!"' t!Je general exclaimed. non.
Some were better gunners than others, and he detailed these
"\Yell. I :1111 clelighte<l. boys! You have clone an exceedingly
to handle the pieces.
clever and daring thing in captnring the Yessel. ··
Some of the youths were better sailors than the others, and
"Thank you. sir.·· said J)ick. "And JlOW that we have the
f;loop. we ;tre going to a1<k you to let us !Jaye eommnncl of these he detailed to the work of handling the sails.
There were three youths who were familiar with every crook
it for a while. "\Ye wish to do ><Orne work on the water."
"You have my permission, Di <'lc Incleecl, it would not be and turn of the Hudson from Albany to New York, ancl the~e
Dick named as helmsmen. The only work they would have to
•
right to withhold it."
wheel.
"'!'hank you. ·we will keep a s!Jarp '\Yateh over the lower do, unless in a combat, would be to handle the
The other youths, who were not good gunners or sailors,
IIudson. and if th<' British tr:y to come up this way we will
always, to fight at
holfl them in cbecl;: till ~-ou can get reacly to receiYe them." were told to hold themselves in readiness,
that came up.
"Be careful, my boy, and don't let them get t!Je Yessel away the signal, and to lend a hand at anything else
On down the stream .the vessel sailed.
from vou."
At each bend in the river the youths looked ahead eagel'l~·.
will see to it that tb~y clo not do so, sir."
They did not know but they might see one or more warships .
"You mny tal;:c your prisoner;,; O\~er to the fort, and turn
coming up the stream, and it would be necessary to turn about
them over to the officer in charge there, Dick."
and retreat .
.. Yery well, sir."
It was a beautiful day.
(:eneral tlreene came in at thiH juncture, aucl be cougratuThe youths felt that they could easily defeat two ordinary
Jaterl the youthR heartily on their f<lll"reRH in c·apturing the
warships, so great was their elation over the way affairs were
Br\ti ;:;h vP~f;el.
" l ::m·e them pcl'lnission to try ''bile :<ou were away, your going.
H
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They were cautious, however, and did not for one moment
relax their vigilance.
They kept a sharp lookout down the stream.
On they· sailed.
.
Around bend after bend they went. Th~ scenery was grand,
and the youths saw and appreciated it, even though they were
soldiers :ind had their thoughts on fighting battles with the
Dritish.
At la~t the rounded a bend and saw a stretch of nearly
t!1rcc n;iles ahead of them.
IY::iy llown toward the end of this straight stretch of water
\1·ero two slJ ips. That they were warships was evident, as
there "·0rc no other vessels that would be there.
"Hello, wl1nt shall we do now, Dick?" asked Bob.
llick did not answer right away. He gazed at the ships, and
Jooke~l t;1oughtful.
.
'·I guess that we had better turn ai;Dund and head back up
the river,·· he said, presently.
Then he gave the order.
The vessel was soon headed about, and was making its way
slowly back in the direction from which it had come.
As it was now going against the wind, it was necessary to

O:N THE HUDSON.

"Well, what is tile matter with our running back down the
river a little way, and opening fire on the warship~?•·
"That will suit me!" cried Bob.
The other boys were in for this, the same as Bob was, and
so the sloop was turned and once more started down the
stream.
Doubtless the British were amazed by the spectacle of the
little sloop-of-war heading down toward them so bravely.
They would not have been so surprised, however, had they
known that the patriots on board the little vessel were the
Liberty Boys, of whom they had heard many wonderful stories.
Presently the British gunners opened fire, and the Liberty
Boys brought the sloop about and returned the fire.
It was rather comical, to say the least, to see the little sloop
lying there, battling with the two large warships. The Liberty
Boys could fire only one shot to four or five by the British, but
the youths made the one shot count for as much as the greater
number of the enemy.
They succeeded in cutting t\vo spars, near their tc;:is, and
in putting several holes in the sails.
On the part
the youths, they sustained no injury whatt:J ClL
ever.
It wns as necessary for the British ships to tack, however, so
Several cannon-balls struck close to the sloop, but did not
there was no advantage for the latter in this state of affairs.
hit it.
The Liberty Boys were not long in learning that the British
At. last, disgusted, probably, by their inability to damage
~hips were a bit faster than the sloop, and that there was their saucy little antagonist, the British warships moved away
dang,,r that they might be overtaken, if the race was to con- downstream.
tinue for a considerable length of time.
Bob Estabrook shouted aloud in delight.
.. Oh, well, they can't catch us," said Bob. "We will get back
"Hurrah!" he yelled. "We have whipped two of the biggest
past \Vebt Point before they can draw near us, and the soldiers of the British warships! Hurrah! I tell you we are the boys
will give it to the redcoats from the cannon in the fort."
than can do the work, and we can do as good work on the
water as on the land."
"I think you are right, Bob."
"So we can," said Mark Morrison.
It seemed likely that Bob's idea was the correct one. The
The Liberty Boys lost no time in following.
British warships gained, but it was only slowly, and the youths
They wished to see where the warships were going. Then,
were confident that they could easily get back to West Point
too, they thought that they might get a few more ·shots at
before the enemy could get near them.
'"n:cy may get close enough to send a few cannon-balls our them.
way " said Dick "but we will have to risk that."
I The British ships disi>ppeared around a bend, and the Libwe won't mind a little thing like that," grinned Bob. erty Boys kept right on; they did not think of such a thing
It was evident that none of the youths were greatly dismayed as that the British would bring their vessels to a stop
and
by the prospect.
. .
I wait for the sloop. to put in an ap.pearance: .
.
The race went on for an hour at least, and by that time the
?n the sloop sailed, and when it was w1thrn ~ quai ter of. a
British ships hnd gained a mile. Another hour, and they were mile ?f the bend the youths suddenly cnught ~1ght of a girl
'close enough so that they could try what virtue there was in st~nd1ng o~ a large rock on the west shore, wavmg a handkertheir cannon.
ch,;cf frant1c'.1-llY:
. ,,
.
"
The balls began to fly right away, and some of them came
See the?~1rl )·Onder, Dick, exclaimed Bob. I wonder what
pretty close to the little vessel.
she wants·
.
The Liberty Boys did not seem to mind it, however. They
"I ,,don't know; but it seems to me that she wants us to
laughed and joked just the same as though nothing of the kind st?.~·
th t
. ht ,,
was takin" place
guess
a you are rig .
.
"'
·
.
.
.
Dick watched the girl a few moments longer, and then gave
Dick looked at the two warships with a keen and calculatmg the order for the sloop to be brought to.
ga~e.
.
.
.
,,
.
This was done, and by the time the vessel came to a stop, the
I beheve the gun will carry the ~.1stance, he said. "Get girl was seen coming out toward
the sloop, in a boat.
ready and open on the enemy, boys.
.
.
Closer and closer she came, and when she got near enough
The youths manned the stern gun, and soon were firrng 1t as so that her face could be seen the youths noted that she was
rapidly as was possible.
very pretty.
'
They fired shot after shot, and finally one cut through the
She handled the oars like one used to it from childhood, and
rigging of one of the warships, bringing down a piece of a when she was within a few yards of the sloop's siue, she ceased
spar and entangling the sails to such an extent as to make rowing, and glanced up at the eager faces along the sloop's
the ship's progress much slower.
rail.
This enraged the redcoats, evidently, for they fired more
"Don't sail around the bend," she called out. "The British
frequently than e~er1 but although the cannon-balls struck warships are lying in wait for you there, and will sink your
near the sloop many times, not one hit the vessel.
vessel, if you do!"
'J'he Liberty Boys, however, were better gunners than their
enemies, for they managed to put a cannon-ball into the rigging of the other warship, crippling its sails to such an extent
CHAPTER VII.
as to cause it to slacken speed materially.
Indeed, so much were the two . vessels crippled, in .so far as
OXE AGAINST FOUR.
speed was concerned, that they gave up the chase, and came
to a stop.
" Ha. so that is what the British were wanting to do, eh?"
The Liberty Boys noted this, and brought the sloop up in the
wind soon afterward. They were just out of range of the ene- exclaimed Dick.
Then he added:
mies' guns, and were willing to remain there and see what the
"'Viii you come aboard, miss?"
British would do.
"It isn't worth while, sir. I live right over yonder, half a
This was a simple and easy matter, and it soon became mo- mile from the river, so may as well go back."
notonous. The Liberty Boys liked action.
"We owe you thanks for what yr;m have done for us, miss,"
"I almost wish we hadn't crippled their sails," said Bob. said Dick.
"Then they would· have kept on following us. That was a great
"Not at all. I am a patriot, and am glad that I was able to
deal more fun than this."
give you some information that was of benefit to you."
·'You are never satisfied, Bob," said Dick.
"Do you mind telling us your name? We wish to know who
"Well, I hate this quiet life, old man. I want action, ex- our benefactress is."
citement.. 1 want to be up and doing."
"My name is Daisy Dunwald. ''
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"Jove, isn't she pretty, though!" said George Harper to Bob
E stab rook.
"Pretty as a picture, George," was the reply. "You had better go in and win her."
"I vrnn't have any chance. I duubt if I ever see her again."
"Oh, you m::y."
Of course, the two spoke so low that the girl could not hear
them .
"Well, Miss Dunwald, you have the thanks of tne Liberty
B oys for what you have done, and I hope that we may be able
to r epay you in some way, some day."
"lt will be all right if you do not do so."
Then she waved her band and rowed back toward the shore.
""Well, what shall we do, Dick?" asked Bob.
"I judge that we had better turn around and beat back up
the river a ways, Bob."
·• Perbap~ so; the redcoats might take a sudden notion to
come around and see what we are doing."
"That's so."
Dirk gave the order, and the sloop was soon beating back up
the river, against the wind.
When it had gone half a mile, Dick ordered that it be
brought to a stop, and this was done.
"We will stay here a nd wait till the British make some kind
of a n!ove, ., said Dick.
"Say, let me go ashore and to the top of the headland, yonder, and k eep watch on the British," said George Harper, addressing Dick.
Bob Estabrook sni ckered, and the other youths looked at him
wonderingly and questioningly , with the exception of George,
who gave him a gently reproving look.
"What are you laughing at, Bob?" asked Sam Sanderson.
"Say, George, I can't keep it," grinned Bob; then to the
youths be added: "He said that the girl that was here in the
boat was as pretty as a picture, and-well, I guess now you
know why he wants to go ashore and take the position of
lookout."
"Yes, but he is more likely to look out for the girl than for
the r edcoats," said Sam Sanderson; "so I think that some one
else had better go."
"Two of you go, then," said Dick; "you go along with
George, Sam."
"All right! "
"Say, don't try to cut George out," grinned Bob; "that
wouldn't be fair.··
"No danger of that," from Sam; "I have a girl of my own at
ho me."
'·Tbat makes George feel better, I'll ·wager," said Bob.
The <wo got into one of the boats and rowed to the shore, at
the point nearnst to the headland. Here they disembarked,
anrl, af1 r r tying the painter, they climbed the steep bluff, and
at last stood CD. the her.dland.
Sure enough , there were the two British warships.
'I'bey were jl:st below the headland, and it was evident that
had the sloop rniled aro und into sight, it would have been sunk,
for at sueh short range the British gunners would have been
able to hit the mark.
·
"The girl saved us the loss of the sloop, Sam," said George.
"I guess you are right," was the reply.
'No doubt of it; and now, what shall we do-simply sit here
and watch the warships till they make some kind of a move?"
" [ gue~s that is all we are expected to do. But, George, if
you llke, you may go over to the girl's home and make her acqi:aintance. I can watch the ships as well alone as with you
• !:ere."
''All right, Sam," said George, his face lighting up; "I am
much cbliged."
"That's all right; you would do as much for me."
"Indeed I would."
Geo;·ge took his departure at once.
He headed straight toward the house, which be could see
frcm the top of the headland.
.
As he drew n :!ar the house, however, be began to ask himself
''1hat e:tcuse he would give for coming there.
·'I will have to give some excuse,., he told himself; "I can't
tell t:~e girl righ t out that I have come simply for the purpose
of maki ng her acquaintance. "
He was still puzzling ever this problem, and was worrying
considerably, when the matter was settled for him.
He suddenly heard scr eams coming from the direction of the
hou se.
"Hello, I wonder what the trouble is?'' he asked himself.
Then he broke into a run.
lle da shed straight toward the house.
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He felt that it was proviB.ential, almost, that he had come
to this place just at this time.
"It would seem almost as though it was intended that I
should be here to protect the girl," he told himself.
·
He dashed onward, and was soon in the yard.
He saw what had caused the scream he had heard.
In the yard in front of the house were a man, a woman and
a girl-Daisy Dunwald, the girl who had warned the Liberty
Boys that the warships were just around the headland.
There were also four redcoats, and the latter had pistols out
and leveled at the farmer, who was Daisy's father, so George
judged.
Instantly George drew a pair of pistols . .
As he came in sight Daisy gave utterance to an exclamation
-of mingled delight and fear, the youth thought. It was
probable that she hopeu the newcomer might help them, yet
~he feared that he could not do so, there being four against
him.
But George Harper, like the majority of the Liberty Boys,
was an extracrdinary youtl;i when it came to fighting.
Odds had no terrors for him.
The instant Daisy uttered the exclamation the red coats realized that some one was coming, and they whirled to face the
newcomer.
Seeing that there was only one, and that one a youth, the
redcoats looked relieved.
'"Ello, who hare you?" cried one, evidently the leader.
"A man," was the calm reply. "What are you doing here?"
Mr. Dunwald and his wife, and Daisy, stared at the youth
with looks of commingled admiration and fear. It was evident
that they admired his bravery in facing the four redcoats, tut
feared he would be killed.
George, however, was not afraid. Indeed, if the truth h1ld
been known, he was glad to be there, pitted against four men.
It would give him a chauce to show the girl that he was travc,
and this, he felt, would arouse her admiration, and later oa
she might learn to love him.
The redcoats were evidently surprised to hear the youth talk
so boldly and fearlessly, for they looked surprised, aud the
leader said:
"Hi don't know has it is hany of your business what we
hare doing 'ere."
"That may be true; still, having heard the lady scream, and
having hastened to the spot, I think I have a right to know
what is going on."
"Bah! You have no right to ask any questions at all, sonny;
you 'ad better run along hi f you don't want to get into
trouble."
"They were threatening to shoot father if he did not tell
them where he had money hidden," said Daisy; "that was
when I screamed."
"And I have no money bidden," said Mr. Dunwald.
"vVe know better," said the leader of the redcoats; "you
'ave money 'idclen around 'ere somewhere, and we want y(f!l
to tell us where."
"It is an impossibility, " Mr. Dunwald said; "I have no
money."
"We don't believe you," the redcoat said; "and we will hattend to yo ur case soon; but first we will settle with thi~ sauc:y
young gamecock," glaring fiercely at George. Then to the
youth be went on:
"Put the pistols away and then make tracks, young fellow.
Hif you don't, we will put some bullets through you!"
George shook bis bead.
"I couldn't think of it," be said, calmly.
"But you must not think of it. You hare hot wanted 'ere."
"Not l:>y you, perhaps. The others don't object to my presence, I judge."
"Perhaps you bad better go," said Daisy, the accents of fear
showing in her voice.
But George shook his bead.
·'The girl is telling you what is for your hown good," said
the redcoat; "we don't want to 'urt you, but hif you hinsist
on staying 'ere, and hinterfering, we will 'ave to 'urt you."
"I am not going," was George's reply.
"Hi give you fair warning," said the redcoat; "Hi am going
to count to ten, and hif you 'ave not stairted away by that time,
we will shoot you down."
There was a grimness in his voice that showed he meant
what be said, but Geo rge did not intend to go; he would stay
and fight the four of them. He had taken a great liking to
Daisy, and was more than willing to hazard bis life in her protection.
..You neeiJ.n·t n:iind c.:01~1ning,': he said; •·r am not going."
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"'Ve may as well carry the wounded man into tJ:u) house,"
said Mr. Dunwald; ·'the other two we will bury later on."
"Y(·S, bring the wounded man in," said Mrs. Dunwald. who
was a tender-hearted woman; "we will dress his wound and
make him as comfortable as possible."
Mr. Dunwald and George carried the wounded man into the
house, and the woman and the girl dressed the wound.
The man was seriously, but not fatally, wounded, and when
they had finished he felt better.
Then the man and· George went out and dug a grave and
buried the two dead men in it.
"Do you think that man who escaped will be back. here
with some more men to finish up the work they were engaged
upon?" asked Mr. Uunwald.
"I don 't know," replied George; "it is possible, though, they
would doubtless not bother you. Likely they would care only
to get their hands on me."
"You are a member of the party of patriots who are on
the sloop, as my daughter said?" the man asked.
"Yes," was the reply.
Then George told him how they had captured the · ,;loopof-war from the British.
"That was a daring feat," said Mr. Dunwald.
"Indeed it was," acknowledged George; "and that is just
what may be expected of Dick Slater, every time. He delights in doing such things."
''I have heard a great deal about Dick Slater and the
Boys."
Liberty
CHAPTER VIII.
They had just finished covering the forms over when they
saw a dozen redcoats emerge from the timber, about one hunGEORGE 111.AKING HEADWAY.
dred yards distant, and come running toward them.
"There come some redcoats now!" exclaimed Mr. Dunwald;
How could one young fellow like George defeat four full
grown men, soldiers, and British soldiers at that, men who had "you had better fl ee for your life."
George realized that he could not hope to contend against
doubtless served in 1.he army for years and perhaps in half a
a doz en men, and so he turned and ran with all his might.
dozen different countries?
The redcoats yelled to him to stop, but, of course, he did
Yet he had done so.
.
He had not only defeated them; he had killed two and not do so.
He ran toward the timber at the farther side of the opening
wounded the other two, one quite seriously, to judge by the
in which stood the house', and he reached it before the British
groans he was giving utterance to.
The woman and girl were horrified by the scene. It was the could get within shooting distance.
The redcoats. paid. no attention to Mr. Dunwald; the fact
first time they had encountered anything of the kind. The war
had been going on more than four years, but in all that time 1was that the sllghtly wounded redcoat was among them, and
no scenes of bloodshed had been enacted in that quiet vicinity. he was eager to catch the youth who had killed two of his
comrades, seriously wounded another and given him a slight
Now, however, death stalked right at their very door.
•wound.
"This is-oh, so-terrible!" murmured Mrs. Dunwald.
Seeing that they were in a fair way to lose their intended
"Yes, indeed-it-is!" from Daisy.
"But they brought it on themselves,'i said Mr. Dunwald; victim, they fired a volley at him, but the distance was too
great and the bullets did not carry up.
"they fired at the young man first."
George did not go straight ahead when he entered the tim"Yes," said George; "I simply protected myself."
"And us at the same time," said Daisy; "oh, we are not ber. He was determined not to leave the vicinity of the home
blaming you, sir. we are only too glad that it has turned out of tbe girl he fancied; he feared the redcoats might be angry
as it has. we would rather see a dozen redcoats lying dead because of his escape and try to get even by doing all the
damage possible to Mr. Dunwald.
than one patriot."
So he turned to the left and made hi s way in a semicircle,
George had doffed his uniform before coming ashore, and
now had on an ordinary suit of citizen's clothing. Had he had till he was on the opposite side of the clearing from the one
which he had entered the timber.
his uniform on, the redcoats would not have parleyed with him, at Here
he paused, took up his position behind a tree and
h
d
h
d
and watched for the return of the redcoats.
waited
one.
as t ey a
"Thank you," said George, bowing and smiling; "but how do
He did not have long to wait.
you kQow I am a patriot, miss?"
The redcoats soon appeared at the edge of the clearing,
approached the house.
and
ground,
the
on
lying
redcoats
three
The girl pointed to the
Mr. Dunwald was standing on the porch.
with a slight shudder, and said:
The redcoats were soon standing before him.
"You would not have shot them down otherwise, -I am sure ";
'"Well," said the leader of the party, a frown on bis face,
and then she added: "And I saw you on board the sloop,
"there have been pretty goings on here, haven't there?"
when I was out there, a while -ago."
"I am not to blame for anything that has occurred," was
George flushed, and a thrill of delight went over him.
the reply.
He felt somewhat flattered.
"Oh, of conrse not!" sneeringly.
It was indeed an amazing performance.
"It is the truth; your men came he're and :;tarted the trouble.
Mr. and Mrs. Dunwald and Daisy stared at the youth in
r had nothing to do with it."
open-mouthed amazement.
"Who was that young scoundrel who was here?"
They could hardly believe the evidence of their own eyes.
"I don't know."
She had noti ced him!
"You lie, you rebel dog!"
She remembered his face, and he had been only one of a
Mr. Dunwald's face flushed, but he answered calmly:
hundred youths that she had seen at the same time!"
"You are mistaken; I do not know WhQ he was. He is a
The thought pleased the youth immensely.
stranger. I never saw him till the moment he appeared here,
It gave him the Idea that she might learn to care for him.
"Did you?" he said, his voice trembling slightly; "I wouldn't when you and your three comrades were threatening me."
have thought that you could have remembered my face, whe.n The leader of the party was the man who had been wounded
by George.
you saw so many.··
"But you certainly know who he is; you must have found
It was the girl's turn to blush slightly, now, and she did
out since."
so, looking slightly disconcerted at the same time.
"No; we have been too busy to talk since you ran away. ··
"What are you going to do with-them, father?" she asked,
"I would give a pretty penny to know who he is,·· the red pointing toward the three forms lying on the ground. It was
eviden t that she did this more to hide her discomfiture than coat said, in a fierce voice. "I have a score to settle with
him."
for any other reason.

"Hi'll give you your chance," was the reply.
Then he began counting, slowly and distinctly.
Georgp stood his ground.
"Go quick!" breathed Daisy.
"Yes, you had better go," advised Mr. Dunwald; "you cannot
fight the four of them, and so can do me no good. Go, and
thus save your own life."
But George shook his head decidedly, and kept his eyes on
the redcoats.
'
Slowly the leader counted.
'"Eight--nine-ten ! "
He paused, gave George a grim look, and then said to his
comrades:
"Fi.re, men!" ·
They did so, but even as they pulled the triggers, George
iµade a quick leap to one side, and the bullets whistled harmlessly past him.
Then crack, crack! his own weapons rang out, and two of
the redcoats fell, one dead, the other seriously wounded.
Dropping the empty pistols, George jerked two more out of
his belt and fired two more shots, dropping one of the redcoats
dead, and sending the other one away at the top of his speed,
slightly wounded.
George had beaten four redcoats, single-handed and alone.
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"Well, you cannot learn who he is from me, for I do not
know his name."
The redcoat had to be satisfield with this, though it was
plain that he did not wholly credit the farmer's statement.
Then be asked about the wounded man.
"He is in the house," was the reply; "we have dressed his
wound, and he is resting as comfortable as might be expected."
"Is he mortally wounded?"
"I think not, if he is takeµ good care of."
"We would not neglect any one who might be in the condition that he is in."
"Very well; we will not molest you in any way. I win go
in and take a look at him."
The redcoat entered, accompanied by Mr. Dunwald.
His comrade was conscious. but very weak. He recognized
his comrade, and smiled a faint welcome.
"How are you, old fellow?" the redcoat asked.
"All right, I guess," came back faintly.
"Good! Just keep up your courage, and keep your grip on
life, and when you are well we will hunt the fellow down that
shot you and p'ut an end to him."
The other smiled faintly, and nodded assent.
Then the soldier went back out of doors, and Mr. Dunwald
accompanied him.
They conversed a few minutes, and then the redcoats took
their leave.
George, who was watching them closely, followed at a safe
distance. He was pretty sure that they had come off one of
the British warships, but wished to be certain of it.
He saw the redcoats reach the shore and enter a boat; then
they rowed off to one of the British warships and boarded it.
';I thought ..:o," the youth told himself.
He watched half an hour or so, and then, seeing nothing to
indicate that mo!'e redcoats were coming ashore, he made his
way back to the Dunwald home.
He was given a warm welcome there, for they had not
known what had become of. him.
He explained that he had followed the redcoats when they
went away, and that they had boarded one of the warships.
"'Then it is not likely that they will come back," said Mr.
Dunwald.
"I hardly think they will do so,,. said George.
He remained there an hour, talking to the members of the
family, but looking at only one of them, and then he bade
them good-by and took his departure.
He had gone only a few yar<\s, when Daisy came out of the
house and caught up with him.
"I wanted to tell you how much I thank you for what you
did in father's behalf," she said, giving him a smile that made
llis heart leap with joy. "I want you to know that I appreciate it-that we all do."
"That is all right, Miss Dunwald," said George. "It gave me
more pleasure to be able to render your father a service than
it is possible for you to understand." He gave her a look, as
he said this. that must have enlightened her somewhat, for
she blushed like a peony and quickly turned her face away.
At th0 edge of the clearing she again bade George good-by,
after inviting him to come again, or as often as he could.
She gave him her hand, and the youth was thrilled through
and through by the touch.
Acting upon impulse, he suddenly kissed the girl's hand.
"Good-by,•· he exclaimed. "I'll be back-be sure of that!"
Then he entered the timber and strode away in the direction of the headlanQ on which he had left Sam Sanderson.
He had not gone more than a quarter of a mile when suddenly he felt himself seized from behind and thrown to the
ground .
CHAPTER IX.
BEN BURGESS.

George had been taken wholly by surprise.
He was not expecting anything of the kind, so had not been
on the lookout.
He was not the youth to permit himself to be overpowered
without a struggle, however, and he at once grappled with his
assailant and began a fight.
_
He twisted and squirmed till he had got face to face with
his opponent, and then he felt that he had a chance. He was
all the more confident that he would be able to at least hold
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his own when be got a look at his assailant, for he saw that
he had to contend with a youth of about his own age.
"What's the matter with you?" he asked. "Who are you,
and why have you attacked me?"
"Ye'll find out," was the snarling reply.
"Well, that's what I want to do."
"Give up!" grated the youth.
"Oh. no! I am not that kind. If you get the better of me
you will have to fight for it."
"All right; I'll do thet."
Then the struggle went on.
The youth, who was undoubtedly a farmer boy of the region.
was strong, but he was not a match for George Harper, who
had had a lot of experience as a soldier and fighter. He soon
got his opponent turned onto his back, and then, seated astride
the youth, George grasped him by the throat and held his fist
menacingly under his nose.
•
"Now tell me why you attacked me," he said sternly.
"Blamed ef I will! "
"Tell me!"
"I won't."
''If you don·t you'll be sorry."
"Whut'll ye do?"
"I'll smash that nose of yours all over your face! "
There was no mistaking the fact that George meant every
word he said.
The youth seemed to realize this fact.
He hesitated, gulped a bit, and thel'I. mumbled out:
"I seen ye-kiss-Daisy Dunwald's hand."
George started, and a look of understanding appeared in
his eyes, while a half-smile apiieared on bis face.
"Oh, ho! that's the trouble, eh?" he exclaimed.
"Y-yas."
"What business was it of yours if I kissed the girl?"
"She"s-waal-my gal."
"Oh, she is, eh?"
"Yaas."

"Does she know it?"
The sarcasm of this remark was lost on the youth. He answered it in accordance with the literal meaning of the words.
"Uv course she knows It," he said.
George's lip curled 1in scorn. He could not believe that a
bright, beautiful girl like Daisy Dunwald could possibly care '
for a lout like thls one.
"You are a fool, .o r else you think I am one," he said, scornfully. "I know, if you don't, that Daisy Dunwald could not
care anything for such a specimen of a fellow as you."
"Whut's that! " snarled the youth.
"Blast ye, I'll-

I'll--"

He made a desperate attempt to upset his conquerer and get
free, but was unsuccessful.
"You can't do it, so might as well not try," said George.
''I'll-settle-with ye-some day!" panted the youth.
"Now, see here," said the Liberty Boy. "Let's talk sensibly
about this matter. I think that you are making a fool of
yourself in attacking me as you have done."
"I don't think so."
"I do; you have no right to jump onto me simply because
I kissed Daisy Dunwald's hand. It is not any business of
yours, unless she has promised to be your wife, and I guess
she hasn't done · that."
"No, but she would ef ye'd stay erway frum heer ..,
"I don't think so; you are deluding yourself. She does not
care for you. But if she did, I would not interfere with you,
or make an attack on you. That would be foolish, and I
would be doing something that I had no business to do. The
girl has a right to decide, and I insist that you let it be that
way. Let's call this affair ended, and an even thing, if you
like, and then we will leave the matter to Daisy. If she likes
you and prefers you I will not say a word, but if she likes and
prefers rue, you are not to say or do anything."
The youth squirmed, and did not answer at once. It was
evident that he realized that he would not stand very much
of a chance in fair competition with the handsome youthfor George was good looking.
"I-I-don't-I hain't ergoin' ter make no bargains with
nobuddy," the youth finally mumbled.
"Oh, all right; have it that way, if you like, but I warn you
that if you try to harm me in any way In the future I will
handle you in a way that you won't like."
"Ye kain't skeer me," said the youth, "an· ye got ther
advantage uv me, er ye wouldn' hev beat me this time."
'~Bosh!" ,;aid George.
"You had all the advantage, for you
jumped on my back when I wasn't looking, and when 1 was!l.'t
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expecting anything of the kind. And I got the better of -you
even then; next time I will be on the lookout, and I pity you,
that's all! "
The youth grunted out something unintelligible, and then
George said:
"What is your name?"
·"Ben Burgess."
"All right, Ben Burgess; if you are harboring malice, and
think of renewing this affair at another time, you had better
learn a few prayers. "
"Don' ye worry er bout me," was the growling reply.
"I'm not, but you had better worry about yourself. I'm
going to let you go now, and if you know when you are well
off, you will behave yourself.•·
"I'll look arter my own bizness. '.'
"All right..,
Then George leaped to his feet, and Ben Burgess scrambled
awkwardly to his, and stood there, glaring angrily and threateningly at the Liberty Boy.
"Whut's yer name?" he asked. "Ye know mine, an' et's no
more'n fuir thet I sh'd know your'n."
"My name is George Harper."
"All right; I'll see ye ergin, I expeck."
"Possibly."
"Ye'd better stay erway frum these parts."
"Thank you. I go and come as I please~"
"Waal, thet may work all right mos' uv ther time, but I
~on' think et'll be healthy fur ye ter fool aroun' heer very
much."
"It will be as healthy for me as for you; possibly more so."
"Humph!"
Then Ben Burgess turned and strode away.
George watched him out of sight, for he did not trust the
youth at all.
"He would just as lief turn around and slip up behind. me
1and lay me out with club as not," the Liberty Boy told himself.
1 Ben went in the direction of the Dunwald home, however,
and George guessed that he was going to have an interview
with Daisy.
"Well, Jet him," he said to himself. "She could never care
1for such an ugly specimen of a fellow as Ben Burgess. I have
nothing to fear from him, I am sure.··
Then ·he turned and strode on ward in the direction of the
top of the headland.
I
He was soon there.
Sam Sanderson was on guard.
He bad been keeping a close watch on the British warships.
"What was the trouble down yonder, George?" he asked.
"I saw a redcoat go aboard one of the ships, and pretty soon
/he went back, accompanied by about a dozen comrades. Then,
·half an hour ago or such matter, they went back to the ship.
• I heard pistol-shots, too, over toward the farmhouse. Di.d you
get into any trouble?"
"Yes, a little; but the other fellows had the most trouble."
Then he told the story of the encounter with the four redcoats, and how he had killed two, seriously wounded another,
and given the remaining one a slight wound, putting him to
flight.
"Well, you did make things lively for them, didn"t you?" exclaimed Sam, admiringly.
"Yes, but it was necessary that I should do so; if I hadn' t
downed them quickly they would have ended my days, without
a doubt."
"I guess you are right."
They ta lked for half an hour or such ·matter, and then
·
George exclaimed;
"The ships are getting under way! ,.
Sam looked, and then nodded assent.
"Ycu are right," he said. "And now, the question is, which
way are they going to go?"
"Dcwnstream, likeiy."
"Yes, but they might go the other way.··
"Well, if they do, they will have to tack, and it will take
them some time to beat around the headland. We will have
plenty of time in which to get down to the sloop and warn
Dick."'
They watched the warships eagerly.
Soon the two vessels headed downstream, and moved away,
at first slowly, and then, as they got out to where the wind
got a chance at the sails, faster.
"They are going downstream, Sam."
"Yes; I wonder how far they are going?'"
"Hard telling; perhaps to New York city."
They remained on the headland and watched the ships.
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It was possible to see down the stream five miles, and the
youths waited till the warships had sailed out of sight; then
they descended to the shore, climbed into the boat, and rowed
out to the sloop.
'!'hey clambered on board, and were met by Dick Slater, who
Jooir.ed at them inquiringly.
"Well? " he asked.
"The warships have sailed on down the · river," said Sam.
"And how's Daisy, George?" grinned Bob Estabrook, who
was a great tease.
"She's all right,·· replied George, good-naturedly.
"You saw her, then?"
"Oh, yes."
Then Dick, who had been doing some thinking, turned to the
Liberty Boys, and said;
"Get to work, boys; we will sail down the river as far as
we dare."
The youths were glad to hear this order. They wanted to
go where there would be a chance for excitement.
The sails were soon set, and a few minutes later the sloop
was heading down the river.
The British· warships were not in sight, of course, and the
sloop had five miles of clear water ahead of her.

CHAPTER X.
"A SPY."

"Say, Dick, I have a scheme."
"Let's hear it, Bob.·•
"All right; it is this: That we sail back up to West Point
and about half our number go ashore, mount horses and come
down the river to about even with this point. Then, when the
British warships bar our way on the water, we will be in a
position to go down the stream, if we like, on horseback, _and
thus we will have no trouble in keeping track of the domgs
·
of the enemy."
"That's a good suggestion, Bob."
"I think so myself."
"Yes, there is no doubt about it."
It was evening, and the sloop had sailed up the. river, and
was lying to near the Dunwald home.
D.ick and Bob had been standing on the deck, talking, and
Bob had suddenly spoken as above, and th en had ensued the
conversation.
"Are you going to go at once, Dick?" asked Bob.
"Yes. We might as well get under way at once. 'fhe wind
is against us, and it will take ><everal hours to make the
trip."
A few minutes later the sloop was movin; slowly up the
Hudson.
They arrived at West Point about ten o'clock, and cast
anchor. They would not do anything till morning.
When morning came fifty of the youths want ashore, and
bridled and saddled their horses.
Then they set out down the river.
Dick instructed · tb:em to go to the Dunwald home and go
into camp.
"That will be a good place for you to haYe your headquarters,., he said. "Th~n you will be in a position to P-10ve
up or down the Rhore, as circumstances may direct.··
"You will be down there on the sloop soon?" asked Mark
Morrison, who was to command the fifty who were on horseback.
"Yes, the wind is favorable. and we will be there before you
get there."
"All right."
Half an hour later the sloop was under way.
It sailed down the Hudson, and at last dropped anchor behind the headland, near the Dunwald hom e .
Dick and Bob rlecided to go ashore and climb to the top of
the headland, to see if any w.arships were in sight, and George
Harper asked permission to accompany th em ashore.
"You don't want to go up to the top of the headland, though,
do you, George?'" grinned Bob.
"No; I would rathe: go over to a ce1 tain fa rmhouse not so
very far away, Bob.··
"That's what I thought.··
"Don't stay there mere than an hour, George,·· said Dick.
"Oh, don 't be hard on him, Dick," ea id Bob. "Let him
stay longer, if he want,s to. The boys will be there this noon,
and he might as well be with them as with us on the sloop."
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"That's so; say, George, I will get one of the boys to change
He was more than pleased with Daisy on close acquaintance.
places with you, if you wish."
He found her to be a bright, beautiful girl, and one that any
"All right, Dick," eagerly. "I wish you would do so."
young man might be proud to call sweetheart.
"I will."
"George is to be congratulated if he has won her regards,"
Then they parted, Dick and Bob to go up to the top of the said Dick to himself.
headland, while George went to the Dunwald home to see
Later on he told George that he was to remain at the enDaisy.
campment, and the youth was delighted.
She happened to be out in the yard, and greeted him
"Thank you, Dick," he said. · "I am glad that you have
cordially.
done this for me."
"Is the sloop back again?" she asked, with interest.
"I should think you would be," with a smile. "Jove, George,
"Yes, Miss Daisy."
if I didn't have a sweetheart of my own down in Westchester
Then George. asked bow the wounded redcoat was getting County I would go in and try to cut you out with Daisy.
along.
She is one of the sweetest and brightest girls I have ever
"He is getting along very well," was the reply. "He will seen."
get well, so father says."
"That's what she is, Dick; and I'm mighty glad you have
They talked a while longer, and then George said:
a sweetheart, for she was talking nice about you a while ago."
"Do you know a young fellow by the name of Ben Burgess?"
"Well, I'm glad that she thinks well of me, anyway, and I
Daisy blushed, and looked somewhat disconcerted. Then congratulate you, George, and wish you success in winning
she laughed and said:
her."
"Yes, I know him well. I believe that you made his ac"I have a rival, Dick," said George, with a smile.
quaintance yesterday?"
"Is that so? Who is he?"
George laughed.
Then George told about Ben Burgess, and Dick and Bob" Yes, we got pretty well acquainted yesterday. Did he come who had just come up-laughed heartily.
here after that?"
"I guess you have nothing to fear from him," said Dick.
"Yes; he came here and talked a good deal, and threatened
"I guess not. Daisy hates him."
what he would do to you. You will do well to look out for him,
"He must be about such another as Joe Scroggs, Diek,"
Mr. Harper."
grinned Bob.
"Call me George, will you not?" eagerly.
Joe Scroggs was a rough boy of the neighborhood in which
"If you wi.11 call me Da.isy, without the miss to it."
Dick lived, and he was in love with Dick's sweetheart, Alice
"All right. I shall be only too glad to do that."
Estabrook, but, of course, he never received any encourageThen George told her that there would be a party of Liberty ment, for Alice detested him.
Boys there about noon.
"1 guess he is just about such another, Bob."
"They are going to go into camp near here," he said. "And
They conversed for a while, and then went to the encampthey will be ·here off and on for quite a while, and then, if any ment.
redcoats <"ome to these parts, you will be protected."
Dick had sent a couple of youtlis to the top of the headland
"That will be nice, George."
to keep watch down the river, and one arrived at the camp
"Yes, it will make you safe, at any rate."
and said that there was a warship about two miles down ~he
"So it will."
river, and that it had dropped anchor.
They talked quite a while, and then went into the house, and
This gave Dick an idea.
George was greeted pleasantly by Mr. Dunwald and his wife.
He did not wish to risk venturing down clo:;er with the
They were glad to learn that there was to be a party of sloop, so he decided to go down along the shore.
Liberty Boys come to the place and go into camp.
He named half a dozen of the youths, and they bridled and
'"We will feel safer," said Mrs. Dunwald.
saddled their horses, and the party set out.
"Yes. indeed,,. said Daisy.
They rode about two miles, and then dismounted and tied
"I shall be very glad to have them here," said Mr. Dunwald. their horses in the timber, a hundred yards from the road.
George remained all the morning, and was invited to take
This done, they made their way toward the river.
dinner.
They were soon standing on the shore, on top of a bluff, and
He accepted the invitation with alacrity, for he was glad of they were screened from the ob~ervation of the redcoats on
the chance to remain that much longer.
the warship by the trees, undergrowth, and rocks.
Soon after dinner the party of Liberty Boys put in an apThey watched the ship ten or fifteen minutes, and everypearance.
thing seemed to be quiet on board.
They had not ridden hard, and ~o had not got there earlier.
"I wonder why the ship is there?" said Bob.
They selected a good place and went into camp.
''Perhaps the British think they may be able to entice us
George went down to the shore and saw the sloop lying at I into an Pngagement. nnd that they will be able to sink us,"
anchor. He signaled to the youths on board, and they sent saicl DiC'k.
a boat ashore for him.
"Possibly. Well, they will find that they are mistaken in
When he was on board he told Dick that the Liberty Boys thinking thus.•·
were at the Dunwald home.
·•So they will.''
"That is good," the youth said. "I guess that I will go
The youths were still engaged in watching the ship when
ashore and see them, and give them a few instru('tions. You suddenly George Harper plucked Dick by the sleeve.
may eome along, George, and I will get one of the boys to
"Look yonder!" he said, in an excited whisper.
come back with me in your place, and you may remain there.,.
Dick looked in the direction indkated, and saw a young
"Thank you, Dick."
fellow perhaps twenty years of age standing down on the
·• r guess I ~ill go ashore wits you, Dick," said Bob.
sandy shore. about fifty feet distant.
"Very well."
When they first saw him he was simply standing there,
There were no warships in sight below the headland, and so looking toward the warship, but now he drew a handkerchief
Dick did not mind leaving the sloop. There was no danger from his pocket and waved it.
of an attack being made on it.
The youths looked quickly toward the ship, and saw some
They were not long in arriving at the Dunwald home.
one wave a handkerchief in return.
Dick took a look at the location of the encampment, and
"A spy!" exclaimed Bob, in an excited whisper.
said that it was well selected.
''You have a good position here, Mark," he declared, "and
with the exercise of care, you should be able to hold it all
right, unless confronted by an overwhelming force, of course."
CHAPTER XI.
"That's what I think, Dick."
A;> ENCOUNTER.
Then Dick addressed the youths in general, and asked:
"Which one of you boys will change places with George
Harper? He w_ants to be with the party .on the l~nd, for a cer"You are right," agreed Dick.
tain reason which shall be nameless," with a smile.
"Who do you suppose the fellow is?" asked George.
Several of the youths spoke up promptly, and Dick named
"I haven't any idea," from Dick. "Do you know him?"
·'Yes ..,
one of them to go on board the sloop in George 's place.
"Be ready to go back with Bob and I," be said.
"Who is be?,.
.. All right," was the reply.
·•Ben Burgess."
Then Dick went to the house and greeted Daisy, and made
•·Oh, the youth who is your rival for the hand of Daisy?"
the acouaintance of her father and mother.
..'.l'he same.''
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"Look yonder!" whispered Bob, pointing toward the ship.
The youths did so.
A boat was putting off fron1 the warship.
''They are coming to hold an interview with the :;py," said
Dick.
"So they are,,. agreed Bob.
"But we must interfere and put a stop to the affair."
"Yes, we must capture the spy."
"And let's do it before the redcoats r each the shore."
''I'm afraid we can't get there in time; it is tco steep to
.get down here, and we will have to go along the shore quite
a distance before we can get down."
"Well, let"s get there as quickly as possible."
They hastened away, being careful not to make any noise,
and when they came to a place where they could get down
the bluff they did so.
Then they hastened along the shore, keeping in among the
trees and underbrush.
They were still fifty yards distant when a boat with a small
sail from the warship reached the shore.
By hurrying, however, the Liberty Boys were enabled to get
to the scene before the redcoats could make a landing, and
they did not hesitate an instant, but· got to work at once.
Bob caught the spy by the arm and stuck a pistol against
his head. The other Liberty Boy ran into the water, seized
the painter, and began pulling the boat toward the shore.
The British struck out lustily with oars and pistol-butts.
The youths protected themselves as well as possible, and
soon hacl the boat drawn up on the .8ancl.
The reclC'oats now opened fire on the Liberty Boys, but. they
w3re so ex<:ited and angry by the turn affairs had, taken that
they did not take aim, and so no particular damage was done.
One of the youths was wounded.
There were four of the redcoats, but they were no match
for the half dozen Liberty Boys, who leaped into the boat
and overpowered the British quickly.
lh this tim<' there were signs of excitement to be obser•ed
on hoard tlle wan;bip.
The soldiers and ~ailors had seen that something out of the
01:clinary was going on, and a couple of boats were dropped
into the water quickly, and were as quickly filled with sailors
and soldiers.
Then the boats were rowed swiftly toward the shore.
The Liberty Boys saw what was taking place, however, and
had no in'tention of permitting themselves to be caught.
Bob had bound the hands of Ben Burgess by the time the
other youths had done the same with the redcoats, and now
all hasten~ ~my, with the five prisoners in their midst.
The redcoats- "'fried to hold back, for they knew their comrades were coming, but the youths jerked them along without
ceremony.
The party reached the top of the bluff by lhe time the two
boats reached the shore, and then it was not such hard work
to get the prisoners along.
The horses were reached in clue time, anc11:hen the prisoners
were placetl in the saddles; the youths mounted behind, and
then set out up the road at a gallop.
They hacl gone about a quarter of a mile when they heard
yells behind them.
'I'hev looked back and saw a score of redcoats in the road,
waving their arms wildly.
"Oh, yell, you redcoated rascals!" cried Bob; "you can't
catch us now."
"No, we are safe for the present," said Dick; "a large force
may come ashore from a warship and come on up and -attack
us, however."
"I don't think they will do so."
On the youths dashed.
They soon were out of sight of the redcoats, and half an
hour later arrived at the encampment.
The Liberty Boys were surprised when their comrades appeared, bringing the prisoners with them .
They asked eager questions.
The youths answered the questions promptly, and then Dick
named five youths who were to take the prisoners to West
Point.
When Ben Burgess J;ound that he was to be held a prisoner
and be taken to West Point, he turned pale and began to plead.
"Don't ~end me up then',., he said; "I hain't done notllin'."
"But we 1<aw you." said Dick; '·you waved a handkerchief
at the r edcoats on the warship, they waved one at you in response, and then came a.shore in the boat. You were going to
give them scme information, and that is what constitutes a
SD}". "

'"\Vl:ut"ll they do with me?"

'
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"Hang you, likely," said Bob Estabrook, cheerfully.
"Well, it is not certain that they will hang him, Bob, ·• said
Ben Spurlock, who often capped for Bob; "they may decide
to shoot him instead. It is so much trouble to hang one."
"That's so," agreed Bob, gravely. "That will be better for
you, Ben Burgess."
"I don't see et thet way," he grumbled; "et'll be death
eether way, won't et?"
"Well, yes; likely it will."
Ben did not have anything more to say. He grew very pale,
however, and it was evident that he was doing considerable
thinking.
The party of Liberty Boys set out, with the prisoners riding
extra horses, and soon disappeared around a bend in the road.
Not long after they had gone one of. the two youths who
was on the top of the headland, as loCJkout, came to the encampment and told Dick that several boatloads of redcoats 11ad
been landed from the warship.
"That means that they are coming up this way to try to
fintl and attack us, " said Dick; "well, well; we will try to
make it lively for them. Bob, go aboard the sloop and bring
all the boys ashore, save four, who will remain on bo<1rd to
take care of the vessel."
"All right, Dick; that means that we are going to show
fight, eh?"
"Yes; I don't think there will be many more redcoats than 1
we have men, and we will be able to hold our own against
them, and possibly we may do even better."
"Probably so, Dick."
Half an hour later he was back, and forty-four Liberty
Boys were with him.
This made nearly a hundred of the youths, and they set
out down the road to meet the British.
When they came to a place where the road crossed a sor t
of hill , Dick decided to stop and wait the coming of the enemy.
"This will be as good a place for a fight as any we could
find," he said.
.
"You are right. Dick," agreed Bob.
So they scattered out, ea1;h youth taking up his position
behind a tree, and then they waited patiently for the coming
of the redcoats.
They did not have their patience tried very severely. The
redcoats soon put in an appearance.
There were about a hundred of them, and they were coming along at a moderate pace.
They did not suspect that they were in danger, judging by
their actions. They were marching along, talking aloud, and
even laughing.
All this was put a stop to suddenly, however.
The Liberty Boys fired a volley, and dropped a: dozen or
more of the enemy.
Shouts and groans went up from the redcoats, and they fired
a volley in return.
It was fired at random, of course, and so did not do much
damage.
Then, to the surprise of the Liberty Boys, the redcoats came
charging toward them, yelling like demons.
This was something unusual for redcoats, and the Liberty
Boys hardly knew what to think. They saw a tall man in
the lead, brandishing a sword and yelling to his men to
come on, and realized that this man was responsible fo r the
actions of the men.
"Give it to them with the pistols,·· cried Dick.
The youths obeyed, and two volleys were fired in rapid succession.
'.rhis bad the effect of causing the enemy to pause and
falter.
"Now a couple of more volleys with the pistols!·· cried Dick.
The youths obeyed. and fired two volleys in rapid succession.
"Hurrah! •· cried Bob Estabrook. "After them, boys!"
The youths charged down after the fleeing redcoats, and
chased them quite a ways. Then they returned to the place
where the engagement hnd occurred, and took a sur'li!Y of
the scene.
· They counted the redcoats clead and wounded, and found
that there were thirty of them.
Of these eighteen were de;tcl. and twt'l•e were y1·ouucled.
·while tiler were engagP<l in looking OYer the field. a redcoat
put in au nppearnnce, bearing a flag of truce.
Dick went to meet him.
":."l[y commnncler Rent rue to aHk lf you would p.erm.Jt us to
come and carry away our wounded and bury the dead,·• he
said.
"Certainly," said Dick; "it will save us a lot of trouble.,.
Then the redcoat went back to report, and Dick a!ld the
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Liberty Boys withdrew. A number of the youths had received
wounds, but fortunately none of them were serious.
The redcoats came and buried their dead and carried the
wounded away with them.
Dick and Bob followed them, and kept watch till they saw
them go aboard the · warship; then the youths returned to
where the Liberty Boys were waiting their coming.
"I guess we may as well go back to the encampment," said
Dick; "there is nothing more for us to do here."
So they set out, and were soon at their destination.
The forty-four youths who had come ashore from the sloop
went bac]{, ?.nd Dick and Bob went with them.
The two youths who were on top of the headland, as lookouts, came to the sloop, and reported that the warship had
raised anchor and was sailing down the river, and so Dick gave
the order to get the ~loop under way.
This was done, and they sailed around the headland and
came in sight of the enemy.
"Let's try a few shots at her, Dick," said Bob.
"All right ..,
The gunners manned the gun, after the sloop had swung
around, with the stern toward the enemy, .and several shots
were fired, two of which did some damage, one cutting off the
top of a small spar and one cutting a great hole through the
mainsail.
The British warship returned the fire, but none of the shots
came anywhere near the sloop.
When the warship was out of range, the Liberty Boys s"e t
sail once more, and headed northward toward West Point.

CHAPTER XII.
RUNNING '.l'IIE GAUNTLET.

When the sloop arrived at West Point Dick went ashore and
to headquarters, to report to General Washington.
The general received him cordially.
•He heard the youth's report, and then complimented him on
the work be had done.
"I am glad that you have come just at this time," he said;
"for I have some work that I wish you might be able to do."
"I shall be glad to do anything you wish done, your excellency; that is, if it is anything that I can do."
The commander-in-chief was silent for a few moments, a
thoughtful look on bis face. Then he said, slowly:
"The work which I wish you to do is something extremely
difficult and dangerous, Dick. Indeed, I don't know whether
it is possible to do it at all. I will tell you what it is, and
then you can see what you think about it."
"Very well, sir."
"As you may have heard, Dick, I am looking for the arrival
of a French fleet, which is expected to co-operate with us, and
help defeat the British in America. It is about time for the
fleet to be in the vicinity of New York, and what I was thinl!ing of having you do, was to sail down the Hudson, out
through th'll bay and Narrows, into the ocean, where, if you
should find the fleet there, you could see the admiral and bring
me some valuable information." '
The commander-in-chief paused and looked at Dick searchingly and inquiringly.
"What do you think of it?" be asked, after a few moments
of silence; "is it at all feasible, or will it be too risky to attemp~?"

Dick was thinking deeply. He was · only a young fellow,
true, but had a man's head on his shoulders, and his judgment
,
was always· good.
He was turning the matter over and over in his mind and
giving it consideration from every standpoint.
"I believe it can be done, sir," he said, presently; "that is
to say, I am sure that it is possible td accomplish it."
"I am glad to bear you say that, and now are you willing to
attempt the feat?"
"I am."
Dick spoke positively.
"And your Liberty Boys-will they be willing to take the
risk?"
"Oh, yes; I can answer for them, sir. They will be glad to
attempt the. feat, dangerous though it may be. They will go
anywhere and dare anything that I ask them to."
"Very well; then you may make the attempt."
'£hey talked a w)l.ile longer, the commander-in-chief giving Dick instructions, and then the youth got ready to take
his departure.
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"You think that you will make the attempt to-night, then?"
asked the general.
"Yes, if the wind is right, and I think it will be."
Then General Washington bade the Liberty Boy good-by, and
wished him success, after which Dick took bis departure.
He hastened to go back on board the sloop.
When he got there he found the boys seated in the eabin,
talking, laughing, and joking with one another. That was one
nice thing about the Liberty Boys; they got along together in,
the best manner imaginable. There was no quarreling, and
no jealousies. They were pleasant and jolly all the time.
"Hello, Dick; what is the news?" asked Bob.
"I have some news," replied Dick; "and from your standpoint it would be called good news."
"Is that so? Why would it be called good news from my
standpoint, more than from yours ·or the others?''
"Because it is something that means danger for all of us."
"Let us bear what it is, then."
"All right." Then Dick told them what the commander-inchief wished them to do.
The Liberty Boys were delighted.
"That is just the thing!"
"Say, that will be all right."
"That will be something to do, boys!"
"Say, that will be something to talk about, if we succeed in
doing it."
"Such were a few of the exclamations.
"Then you are willing to make the attempt to run past the
British warships and get out into the ocean?'' asked Dick.
"Yes, yes."
"We will enjoy it."
Dick had been sure of this, anyway, but be was glad to hear
the youths say that they were willing to undertake the affair.
"When are we going to start?" asked Bob.
"Right away after supper, " said Dick. "That will enable
us to have light as far down as the homes of the Dunwalds;
and after that we will have the dark, and so will be enabled
to get past the British warships-if we have good luck."
'This met with the approval of the youths, and after they
bad eaten supper they began getting ready for the trip down
the river.
The sloop was gotten under way, and then sailed down the
stream, moving along at a moderate pace, the wind being fair.
Dick had sized the matter up about right; it came dark just,
about the time they came to the headland, near which lay the
Dunwald home. Here the sloop was brought to, and Dick and
Bob went ashore.
They made their way to the Liberty BoY.s' encampment, and
Dick told the youths what he and those aboard the sloop were
going to do.
"You stay here and keep a sharp lookout for the redcoats,"
he said. "We maY. get back in safety in a day or two; but if
we should not, why, return to West Point and stay there till
you do learn what has become of us."
."All right," said Mark Morrison, who was to remain in command of the force of Liberty Boys.
Then Dick and Bob said good-by and went back on board
the sloop.
Dick gave the iorder, and the sloop was gotten under way.
The three youths who were to have the wheel were at their
post, and they were confident that they could guide the sloop
down past the British warships, dark though it was.
The sloop rounded the headland, and then sailed straight
down the stream.
The youth at the wheel knew his business, and was enabled
to guide the vessel aright without much trouble.
On the sloop sailed, and it was not until it was well down
toward the city that the lights of a British warship were seen.
"Now we will have to look out," said Dick.
"So we will," agreed Bob.
Then Dick went to the youth at the wheel· and told him to
be very careful.
"Give the warship as wide a berth as possible," he said.
"All right, Dick," was the reply. "I will run over close to
the west shore, for the water is deep, and there is no danger
of getting aground."
They passed the warship without being discovered.
It was quite dark, and the palisades and blu!Is made dark
backgrounds against which it was impossible to see a dark
body like that of the sloop.
In this manner the little vessel passed the warships one
after another, and at last was down opposite the city.
Here was where the most danger Jay, for the youths at the
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wheel were not familiar with the bay, and would have to run
somewhat at random.
The youths were confident, however, that they could make
their way through the bay and out through the Narrows in
safety, providing they did not arouse the men on the British
warships and have to run the gauntlet of cannon-balls.
The youths at the wheel guided the sloop skilfully, and managed to get out into the bay, and well down toward the Narrows before they were discovered. Then they had to run so
close to a warship that they were seen, and the alarm was
given.
The British gunners went to work, and shot after shot was
fired . Some of the cannon-balls came perilously near the
sloop, but fortunately they did not strike it.
The boys at the wheel guided the sloop, by watching the
dark shores on either side, and got safely through the Narrows.
As soon as they had accomplished this they breathed freely.
They felt jubilant, for they had done a most remarkable
thing.
They kept on till the sloop was well out in the ocean, and
then the work of killing time and watching for some signs of
the expected French fleet was begun.
The l:lloop sailed first one way and then another, all night
long.
When morning came the youths scanned the horizon for a
sight of sails, but not one was visible.
The French fleet had not yet arrived.
"What are we going to do, Dick?" asked Bob.
"We are going to stay out here and wait and watch for the
coming of the fleet, Bob."
"That is what I supposed you would do."
The youths sailed up and down the coast all day long, and
when night came they had not sighted any sails.
"Say, Dick," said Bob, while they were eating supper, "suppose a bad storm should blow up? What would become of us?"
"Oh, I guess we could ride it out, old fellow; the sloop is a
strong and sea worthy vessel."
".Yes, it seems to be."
They talked a while longer, and then the matter of getting
back past the warships and up the Hudson River came up.
" Ho~ are we ever going to manage that, Dick?" Bob wanted
to" kno ·
.
.
. .
. Well, we will have to manage 1t the same as we d1d m com1ng out."
''But it will be much more difficult, Dick."
"Why so?"
" Because the redcoats will be on tb,e lookout for us, don't
you think?"

I

This was done, and an hour later the sloop was hauled to
not far from the vessel in question.
.
A quarter-boat was lowered, and Dick and several of the
youths got into it and rowed to the flagship.
·when they were alongRide the vessel a rope-ladder was
lowered, and Dick climbed up to the deck.
The sailors did not understand when he spoke to them, for
they were Frenchmen.
"That's something I hadn't taken into consideration,"
thought Dick.
.
.
1
He knew they would understand a name,
however, and so he
spoke the name of the French admiral, Count d'Estaing, and
the sailors at once bowed, and one motioned for Dick to follow him.
The youth did so, and was soon in the cabin.
A little while later he was ushered into the admiral's presence, and was greatly pleased to find himself greeted in English.
"My name is Dick Slater, sir," said Dick, "and I am a messenger from General Washington."
"I am glad to make your acquaintance, Mr. Slater," was the
reply; "and what news do you bring me from your commanderin-chief?"
"I have a letter here, sir."
Dick drew a letter from his pocket and · handed it to the
count.
. The latter opened the letter and read the contents eagerly
and interestedly.
·
Wlien he had finished, he looked down at the floor and
seemed to be pondering.
Presently he looked up.
"General Washington wishes us to co-operate with his
army," the count said. "But r am afraid that our hea.viest
vessels will not go over the sandbar which stretches across
your outer harbor, in which event we will be unable to do as
your commander-in-chief wishes."
"When will you test the matter?" asked Dick.
"It may as well be done at once."
"Yes, and then. I will be able to carry back the news to Genera! Washington."
"So you will.,,
I Two of the biggest warships were sent to test the matter of
the depth of the water, and they worked for several hours, in
n ttempt to find a place where the sandbar could be cFossed
a a .
.
. •
but without avail. The water was too shallow everywhere.
Count d'Estaing was greatly disappointed.
"Without my heaviest warships .it would be folly to enter
the harbor and attempt to cope with the British fleet," he said;
"and so, although I dislike to do so, I judge that I must send
"Yes, likely they will."
word to your commander-in-chief that I cannot co-operate with
The sloop beat along the coast all that night, going first one him.,, .
way and then the other, and when morning came the Liberty
"He will be greatly disappointed, ,, said Dick.
Boys again scanned the horizon for sails.
"And so am 1 greatly disappointed, Mr. Slater; if I could
None were in sight.
have entered the harbor with all my ships, then I would have
"I don't believe the French fleet is coming," said Bob.
. been glad to offer battle to the British; as it is, r shall have to
'.'.I thin~ it will be here soo?-e~ or ~ater," said Diel';.
stay away and avoid an encounter-unless, indeed, the British
Wel~; 1t looks as though 1t 1s gomg to be later mstead of could be induced to come out into the open water and give me
soo~er.
battle."
Dick laughed.
.
.
"Be patient, Bob," he said. "We will see the French fleet
~1ck s~ook_ his head ..
before long, r am sure-perhaps before night."
. I don t thmk there 1s much hope of their doing that, " he
1
He was right. About four o'clock in the afternoon the look- sa~,d.
. .
.
.
out up in the bow called down:
·
I am sure they would not d.o 1~; so the only thmg I can do 1s
"T see sails~several of them'"
to go back to the West Indies.
·
·
"Then I may as well go back to General Washington and tell
him the news," said Dick.
"Yes; I will write him a letter."
" 'Thank you; that will be best."
CHAPTER XIII.
Count d'Estaing wrote a letter and sealed it and gave it to
Dick, who placed it in his pocket.
THE FA'.1,'E OF THE SLOOP.
Then he bade the co1'l.nt good-by and returned to the sloop.
The Liberty Boys were greauy' excited at once.
A little later the French fleet sailed away, but the sloop re"It must be the French fleet!" cried Bob.
mained where it was, for the youths would not dare to enter
"Quite likely!" from Dick.
the harbor in the daytime.
Then he climbed aloft and took a look.
They sailed back and forth during the rest of the day, and
Several sails were visible in the distance, and while they when night came they decided to make an attempt to re-enter
watched others kept appearing, until the youth counted twenty- the bay and slip past the British waTships.
seven.
It was going to be a dark night, but clear, and it would be
"Yes, it is the French fleet, " said Dick at last. "Well, I am possible to see the dark hills and bluffs on either side, which
would make it possible to steer the sloop along in safety.
glad of it."
The wind was from the ocean, and so it would be as good a
Then he descended to the deck, and there they waited till
the fleet was near enough so that the flagship could be made time as they would have, in all likelihood.
Soon after dark the sloop was headed in -toward the Narout; then Dick ordered that the sloop be headed for the flagshi.p.
rows.

I

THE LIBERTY BOYS
As they neared this natural gateway to· the bay, they became
eager and somewhat excited.
They realized that they were going to undertake a very difficult and dangerous undertaking.
True, they had come out in safety, but then the redcoats
were unsuspieious that such an attempt was to be made; now
they would be on the lookout, for they knew the sloop was outside the harbor and readily guessed that it would sooner or
later be trying to get back past them.
The Liberty Boys did not hesitate, however.
They determined to enter the harbor and get past the British
warships, however, if such a thing were a possible.
Closer and closer they came to tlie Narrows.
At last they passed the entrance and were in the harbor.
Now the real danger began.
The youths at the wheel held the sloop well over toward
the Staten Island shore, and every eye on the vessel was at
work scanning the sunoundings for the lights of the warships,
or for the dark hulls of the vessels-it being shrewdly suspected that the British might not put out the lights, in the expectation of making it next to impossible for the sloop to get
past them without being discove red.
The youths had remarkably keen eyes, and they managed
to make ~mt the hulls of the warships in time to pass the word
to the boy at the wheel, who altered the sloop's cour~e each
time and gave the warships as wide berth as possible.
The sloop had passed four of the vessels' before its presence
in the harbor was discovered, and then there was a sudden
transformation.
On the vessel in the harbor lights flashed up.
Kettles filled with•pitch and tied in the rigging were set on
fire, and they flamed up, throwing out considerable light over
the waters.
The Liberty Boys stared in amazement.
"Great guns!•· gasped Bob; "we are in for it now!"
"I guess you are right, old man," agreed Dick.
"They will sink us, sure as anything!"
"I fear so."
·
Then Dick told the youths to be ready to take to the water
at any moment.
"We are all good swimmers," he said; "and I think that if
the redcoats do sink the sloop we will be able to get safely to
the shore."
The youths said they thought so.
"And when you reach the shore make straight for the encampment near the Dunwald home," Dick instructed them.
"If the sloop goes down and we have to take to the water, it
will be a game of every fellow to look out for himself, but I
want that we shall all get together again within a few days'
time."
"Oh, we will get to the shore safely, Dick," said Bob.
Then Dick instructed the youth at the wheel to hold the
sloop on her course, no matter what happened, and if the redcoats crippled the ve~sel to run her as close to the west shore
of the Hudson as possible.
The youth said he would do so.
'rhen the British gunners on all the warships opened fire
at the sloop, and the cannon-balls oegan spatting around the
brave little vessel.
" Say, it seems to be raining cannon-balls!" said Bob Estabrook, with a grin. Nothing could ruffle his serenity. He was
in his element when danger threatened the most.
Soon a cannon-ball cut th e top off the . mast and down the
piece came. dragging ropes and sails with it.
This crippled the speed of the little vessel to such an extent
that only slow progress could be made.
"I guess that settles it," said Dick sadly; "we will never get
back to West Point with the sloop.''
"No, we will have to take to the water, sooner or later," said
Bob.
This proved t.o be the case. Presently a cannon-ball stru«k
the sloop right at the water-line, and the water poured in
through the hole, and the hold began filling.
The sloop soon began to settle into the water, and this had
the effect of still further retarding the vessel's progre.ss.
A little later the sloop refu sed to move forward, and began
to settle slowly but surely into the water.
"She's going clown! " exclaimed Bob.
"Yes, we may as well take to the water," said Dick.
The youths did so, and as they were seen leaping OYerboard
shouts. of triumph went up from the throats of the redcoats
on the warships.
The British gunners kept on firing, but aimed at the youths
swimming toward the west shore of the Hudson.
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Of course. it would have been only by accident that t]).ey
hit a youth, but they kept up the firing in the hope that a
random shot might do the work.
Some of the cannon-balls did come pretty near hitting some
cf them. One struck within ten feet of Ben Spurlock, and
splashed water all over ' his head.
"That was a pretty close call," said the youth to himself.
Dick and Bo!:> remained close together, and as they happened
to be in a streak of light made by a burning pitc:h kettle, they
swam rapidly to a point where they would be shielded l:>y the
darkness.
When they reached the dark spot, they kept on swimming,
even though the course led toward the city.
They made up their minds that they would be about ·as safe
in making a landing there as in trying to reach the west shore
of the Hudson, so they swam steadily toward the lower end
of Manhattan Island.
On they swam, making very fair progress when it was taken
i;ato consideration that they were weighted down with their
clothing, and at last they were within a few rods of the shore.
. They saw that the lower end of the island, from Bowling
Green to the edge of the water, was thronged with people who
had been attracted there by the exciting scene out in the bay,
and so the youths swam on up the East River, till they reached
a point where no one seemed to be.
Here they made a landing, but they had not gone far before
they were startled by hearing yells close at hand.
"Here are some of the rebels!" cried a voice; "they have
just crawled out of the water. After them! Capture them!
They must not be permitted to get away! "
The youths glanced bar-k, and, outlined against the lights
made by the illumination in the harbor, they saw half a dozen
redcoats coming after ·them on the run.
"Away with you, Bob!" cried Dic:k.
They ~truck ·o ut, and ran at the lop of their speed.

CHAPTER XIV.
DACK AT HEADQUAL!TERS.

They ran swiftly, in spite of the fact that their clothing was
wet and much heavier than ordinarily the case.
They were splendid runners, and under ordinary circumstances would have had no trouble in getting away from their
pursuers; bt1t now they were very tired-were almost exhausted, in fact-as a result of their long and hard swim, anq
they could not run as fast as they would have done but for
this. And, too, they could not hold out to run long.
This was the worst feature, for they soon were forced to
s lacken their speed, with the result that the redcoats began
gaining on them.
" I am afraid they will get us, Dick," panted Bob.
"rm afraid so, Bob."
"We will keep on running till the very last, though."
"Yes; we won't give up till we have to. "
They turned one corner after another, and presently Dick
uttered an exelamation.
"What is it, old fellow?" from Bob.
"There is the Guinell home, Bob!"
Bob gave utterance to an exclamation in his turn.
"You are right, Dick! Maybe they will let us in, and hide
U""

"Let's try it, a1; any rate."
The house in question was only a few doors from the corner,
and the pursuing redcoats had not yet come in sight.
'l'hc Liberty Boys leaped up the steps and pounded on the
door in an imperative manner.
There were quick footsteps within, and then the rattle of a
bolt as it was withdrawn; then the door opened.
The youths leaped through the doorway, and pushed the
door shut and bolted it.
Then they saw that they were standing in the presence of
Bernic:e Guinell. A candle was burning in a holder on a stand
near at hand, thus making it possible to see distinctly.
"Thanks, Miss Guinell," said Dick; "you have done us a
great favor by letting us in here so promptly. You have undoubtedly saved us from capture."
"I am glad of it, and you do not owe me any thanks; I
am only repaying you for what you did for me, not long
ago."
"But that was a pleasure to us," said Bob.
"Well, this is a pleasure to me.''
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moment there came a knock on the door.
::tThethisredcoats!"
whispered Dick; "I hope they did not see

first good opportunity; presently he ordered the youths to
halt. They were on the top of a ridge, and on the side the
us enter here."
redcoats would come from the slope was pretty steep .
"We will wait here and give the British a bit of surprise,"
. "I don't think they did," said Bob; "they are just trying a
said Dick.
few houses at random, I think."
They. stationed themselves in such a manner as would make
"Go into the parlor,,. whispered Bernice, "and I will join you
it practically impossible for the British to do them injury, and
there as soon as I get father here to open the door."
"Very well."
.they waited.
Presently the redcoats were seen coming.
The youth entered the parlor, and stood there till the girl
Their red coats made them conspicuous and easy to Ree.
came in and joined them. They heard a man's voice call out,
On they came, and ·it was not un ti! they were half-way up
"Who is there?" and knew it belonged to Mr. Guinell.
"Come over here to the alcove," whispered Bernice; '·and the slope that they were in danger; then the Liberty Boys
then, if the redcoats should enter and search for you, we can fired a volley and dropped a number of the enemy.
This enraged the redcoats, and they charged wildly up the
go down into the secret room, as we did the other time."
.
slope.
"Very well," replied Dick.
They knew they outnumbered the Liberty Boys so strongly
They were soon in the alcove, and then they heard the door
open, and there was considerable talk between the men at the that it would be impossible for them to hold out, and so they
charged determinedly. The youths did not intend to try to
door and Mr. Guinell.
The men went away, however, and did not enter the house. hold their ground, however; they simply wished to do all the
H was as Bob had said; they did not see the youths enter, damage they could and then get away.
So they fired two pistol volleys in quick succession and then
and were making inquiries at a number of houses.
When they had gone, Bernice and the youths came forth, and retreated.
Those who were on foot went first and ran with all their
Mr. Guinell greeted them cordially.
"So you were on board the sloop that was sunk, eh?" he might, and those who had horses remained behind,. to fire a
couple more volleys, after which t.h ey mounted their horses
remarked, when he had heard their story.
and rode away at a gallop.
"Yes," replied Dick.
The redcoats had not succeeded in inflicting any damage
Their host insisted that they should remain over night, and
they decided to do so, for they were very tired, and this would wl;latever upon the youths.
This enraged them, as a matter of course, and they were
give their clothing time to dry.
the rebels and
They remained all night, and all next day, for it would not more dJ;ltermined than ever to catch up t with
punish them for their temerity.
have done for them to try to get away in the daytime.
This was not easy to do, however; in the first place, the
When night•came, however, they bade good-by to Mr.
Liberty Boys were younger, livelier and more able to march
Guinell and Bernice and took their departure.
than their older enomios, and, too, they knew the ground
They left the city, and walked northward.
,
not.
They stopped at a farmhouse near the Harlem River and thoroughly, while the redcoats did
This made it a comparatively easy matter for the youths to
hired a couple of horses, ancl after this they made good headkeep out of the way of their enemy.
way.
They continued the retreat, and at last the redcoats gave it
They reached the patriot headquarters, and waited till morning, when they went to General Washington, and Dick gave up and turned back.
The Liberty Boy;; went on up to West Point, for they did not
him the letter from Count d'Estaing.
but General Washington might want them for someknow
plain
was
it
and
letter,
the
read
commander-in-chief
The
other.
or
thing
disappointed.
greatly
that he was
Dick went over and had an interview with the commander"I feared that the big warships could not cross the sand
who told the youth to go down the river and keep
bar," he said; "well, that plan will have to be abandoned." in-chief, on
the British warships and to send word if one or
watch
a
story
the
hear
to
asked
and
Then he turned to the youths
should come farther north than the headland
vessels
more
of their adventures.
near the Dunwald home.
Dick told the story, brietly and Clearly, and modestly withal.
"Very well, sir," said Dick.
"So your sloop was sunk in New York harbor?" exclaimed
He went bacli and told the youths what the commander-inthe commander-in-chief. "Well, well! That is too bad."
chief had said, and they were very well pleased; George HarThen he asked if any of the Liberty Boys had been killed.
per, needle~s to say, was delighted. He would now be near
"None were killed by the shots of the British," was the his sweetheart.
reply; "but some of them have been drowned. I am going
The Liberty Boys went back down there and went into
down to where the other Liberty Boys are encamped, at once, camp.
and find out. I told them to come up there if they got away
They remained there two weeks and kept close watch over
safely. I hope to find them all there."
the Hudson. Once or twiee warships ascended the river till
their
took
Bob
and
Dick
conversation
further
After some
they were above the headland, and Dick sent word to the comdeparture, and they at once crossed the river to West Point. mander-in-chief each time. This enabled the general to get
had
which
horses,
own
their
saddled
Here they bridled and
things in readiness for a battle at the fort, in case the British
been there several weeks, and, mounting, rode down the west came up and made an ::.ttack; but they did not do so, and all
shore of the Hudson.
was well.
They rode at a swift pace, and arrived at the encampment
Later on the Liberty Boys went over to the Connecticut
near the Dunwald home about ten o'clock.
on Long Island Sound, to protect some of the towns
coast,
the
all
found
To the great joy of both Dick and Bob, they
the story of The Liberty Boys on the Hudson is pracso
there,
Liberty Boys there. Not one of the youths had lost his life. tically ended.
Then the youths told how they had landed in New York City,
At the close of the war George Harper and Daisy Dunwald
and had been chased, and had taken refuge in the home of the were married.
Guinells, where they had remained all night and all day.
Ben Burgess was not hanged or shot as a spy, but was set
Dick went to the Dunwald home and was cordially received free later on, owing to the fact that he was young and was
by Mr. and Mrs. Dunwald and Daisy.
not a soldier.
While Dick was talking a Liberty Boy put in an appearance
He was glad to escape, and became a better youth than he
bejust
anchor
cast
had
warship
British
a
that
and told him
had been. He never bothered Daisy after that.
low. the headland, and that a force was coming ashore.
Bernice Guinell made the acquaintance of a Liberty Boy ty
"How strong a force?" asked Dick.
the name of Fred Forrest before the war was ended, and, hav"More than two hundred had landed when I came away; ing fallen in Jove with each other, they were married at the
and they were still at work."
close of the war.
He bade the girl and her parents good-by and hastened away
Lieutenant Colson was killed in a battle a few months after
to give the order.
his encounter with Dick Slater in New York City.
toward
moving
were
Half an hour later the Liberty Boys
Next week's Issue will contain "THE LIBERTY BOYS AT
the north.
The British learned that the Liberty Boys were retreating, GERMANTOWN; OR, GOOD WORK IN A GOOD CAUSE."
·
and followed, hoping to overtake them
Dick had scouts behind the main force of the Liberty Boys,
and so he soon knew that they were being followed.
He decided to give the :r.edcoats a little touch of battle the

SEND POSTAL FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE.

TJIE LIBERTY . BOYS

OF

"76.

19

CURRENT NEWS
Nickel spon will be added to the list of metals refined
in C'a11acla with GoYernment aid. The largest nickel deposits in the world are in the Dominion, but hitherto the
work of refining has been clone in New Jersey and in England. 'L'hc manufacture of munitions resulted in Government funds being employed in refining copper and zinc.
This aid now will be extended to nickel.
It is now annonncecl that the Coast ancl Geodetic Suney
will display ju the postoffice of each important seaport in
tlw United Siatcs a copy of the principal local coast chart
whieh it publishes, together with information as to how its
chart!' a11cl other publications may be obtained. These include sa iling cl1nrts, general charts of the. coaRt, harbor
cliartR, tide tables, coast piloti::, notices lo mariners and
miscellancons scientific publications.
Despite the fad that he owns a Afty-Jhe-acre farm in
the corporate limits o.f Bradyville, lowa, Abnc>r Alden,
scvrnty years old, makes his home in a wagon heel. He
sleeps in the wagon bed every night under a canvas cover.
Aldcm cooks his meals over a wood fire and goes about in
the cold without an overcoat. Request has been made that
Lee S. Martin, of the Farmers' Savings Bank of Bradyville, be named guardian for Alden.

A common form of railroad accident is that which often
take~ place wbcn, by some accident to the coupling be-

tween them. the tender anu the locomotive become separated . In such case . the airbrakes arc automatically applied
and the nmawa:v irain brought io a stop. But if the fireman is at his post on the tender, the sudden application of
the brakes is sufficient to throw him off his feet, and he is
hurled headlong under the \rhecls 0£ his own train which
has not yet been brought to a complete standstill. Matthew
J. Slatten• and Charles A. Diehm, two railroad men of
Philndelpl;ia, have been recently awarded a patent on a
clcvice whicll is designed to saYc the 6.reman's life in this
emergency. The apparatus consists o.f a metal net, carr ied beneath the floor o.f the tender, which, in case of a
parting heiwcen the Jocomoti 1·c ancl tender, will be released
and drawn forward to provide a sa[ety net to catch any
one who may be siancling on the tender at the time of the
accident.
8tanlev ,P nrk, Vancouver, is one of the finest natural
park~ 'in ·the world. 'l'hi$ grand park occupies the heavilywoodecl peninsula between English Bay and Buzzard I:!l.let,
and thus the ecenery of the park combines the beauties of
forest and sea. Some idea of the size of the park may
be oblained from the fact that the drive around the outside o.f it is about seven miles in length . While a small
area near the entrance has been laid out in lawns, flowerbeds and animal pens, and is provided with pavilions, the
great part of this vast tract remains in its natural state, except for the drives and paths which have been cut through
the forest. 'l'bese paths enable one to walk through the
dense woods and through swampy places with the same degree of comfort as along a city street, and yet to observe
the trees, flowers, ferns and various forms of animal life
which are to be seen on either hand. One of the greatest
attractions of Stanley Park lies in the big trees which are
sucl;i a characteristic feature.

"BefoTc foe war, no tobacco was too fine .for the Parisienne," says the World Heview. Egyptian, Turkish or
Russian, especially that which arrived in a diplomat's letter bag, was eagerly sought. Cigarettes with real gold
tips "·ere not enough. A rose petal was conRidcred a more
claintv moutbpiece. Now all that is changed. The cheapest tobacco is tlie fashion and in their sympathy with the
men ::it the front women have taken to smoking "caporal,"
as their heroes do. The ivory cigarette holder may have
a circle of pearls set in it, but the cigarette must be the
same as "his." A simi lar spirit has led to the wearing of
cheap .fun~. Hares and goats supply the adornment where
formerly sable was seen. It is not merely that economy
Harris M:. Benedict, of Cincinnati, Ohio, who has
is the order of the clay, though that is true; it is felt that achieved a wide reputation as the result of his endeavors
luxury is ont of tune with the times.
to work up a sentiment in favor o.f protection for wild
bird~. has been recently granted a patent on a bird box
Th~ Act!vity of Lassen P eak-the only acti1·e volcano in which bas a number of novel and interesting features. In
the United States-appears to have reached its culmina- the first place it is of a cleep pitcher-like shape and made
tion on May 21, when violent explosive eruptions occurred of fire clay which can be readily shaped while in the plastic
and "flames" "·ere said for the first time to haYe issued form. 'l'he surface may be made to simulate the bark of
from tlte ~. ummit of the peak. This- eruption caused Hat the tree. 'l'he bark-like finish makes it particularly desiraCreek, a stre::im on the north siclo of the mountain, to ble for the bird~, as these feathered visitors are known to
overflow ils banks and sweep down over its entire flood avoid anything in the way of a home t].iat is too conspicuplain a vast sheet of mud and water. Adjacent farms were ous. This bird box has the usual exit and entrance orifice
buried in from 1 to 3 feet of mud. Ashes from the explo- near the top, with a raised waving line inside by which the
si<5ns were carried ea~tward more than 200·· miles. The little birds may help themselves to the entrance when this
outbur8t i::, said to have been preceded by an earthquake. UR!'i tance is required. Another novel feature is the sloping
Since that date the volcano has subsided, and by the encl lir1 wi th an oYerhang to protect the interior from being
of. 8rptember it had nearly ceaml its activity. A small fiooclrcl hv sl:orm, as well as a deep flange to prevent it
eruption was obscned a~ lato as Augrn;t 6th, and a pillar from being c1isloc1gecl b.Y the wind. By means of this lid
o.f smoke arose from "the summit September 9th and 23cl.
the l.JirCJ loror may watch the progress o.f his tiny charges.
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A WILL AND A WAY
-OR-

HOW BEN BLUNT MADE HiS FORTUNE
By Rl'.. LPH MORTON
(A SERIAL STORY)
CHA-PTER XYTI (continued)
Earh grasped his revolver firmly, ready to :fight to the
end when the attack came.
Moments that seemed like hours passed and still all was
silent, till tl1c situation became almost unbearable.
'l'o a\\"ait the attack of an unseen foe or to take the offe11~iYe, not knowing '"hen a bullet might end their lives,
were alLernatiYes they did not dare choose between, and
C\21'_\' instant nrnne the i;ituation more terrible.
HPn thought of maki11g a blind rush and trusting to fortnne to break throu~h the enemy's lin e, but he did not
tlare v.-hisper his 8ll!'gestion to hi~ companions for foar of
rm·Jaling t-heir own whereabouts to the half-breeds.
The moments dragged on like houri\, when suddenly ::i
lighi flashccl out from the darkness, no one could tell
'rl1ither.
lt re re a Ieel the faces of ha If a dozen ha lf-breccls not ten
paces llistant.
Jn an imtaut Ben lernled hi" revoh·er and fired .
Th e report e<·lwerl throughout the arc:hed pasrngcs till
the suurnl was almo;:;t deafeni11g.
Ben could not tell if his shot lrncl taken efted, for the
light 'rent out at once.
111 a fe11· moment" they t'Ould hear footsteps approaching on both ~ides of thern.
'rhey wrre preparing themsche8 for a desperate struggle
whe11 prPsentJy the light flashed ont aga!n.
'l'his time it shonr full in their fac es an cl nearly bli 11 dcd
them.
'They could ser a number of l!Ull:i le,·elell at them. h<nrever. and Ben folly i::xpccted that they \l"Ould all be sliot..
He could almo8t hear the singing of the bullet~. almost
feel the sharp sting of the deadly missiles as thcY
struck .
HP, straightened hi.rnself, ready to die like a man, wheu
all of a sudden a w:ilcl shriek rang through the cavern .
It was so shrill, so unearthly a shriek that it made tbe
boy's blood turn coli!. in his ' ein~.
He had neYer heard anything so piercing, and his heart
stood still at the sound.
The cr,v rang through the cawrn, being repeated again
and again from the walls, each repetition seeming to be
more shrill, more agonizing than the original sound.
·w hence it came they knew not, and a new terror was
added to their ~ituation.
While they stood there, paralyzed with amazement, the
cr:v rang out again, long and blood-curdling.

Then rame the sound of falling guns, rushing feet and
e:-;clamations ot fear and surprise.
To the right ancl left fled the now thoroughly frightened
men.
The titm·ic8 of cYil spirits inhabiting the mountain were
trne, then, and if they remained they ";ould but invite a
terrible death.
\rl1en thr men ficd Ben sa'" a dark-lantern fall to the
floo1·. an<l kne"· that it was this that had thrown'the light
upon his party.
\\'lrenC'c the shriek had eomc, however, was still a niystcry .
The three companions ,.rood together, not having moved
"'incc t1111t terrible cry had rang out, but presently Kennedy

I~1:<kcc1:

"i\'ho 11·ns it who uttered those Lerrible screams? Can
am of rnu explain it?"'
~' [ t«~llnol,"; :-aid .Jir. Preston, ''but whoever iL was, it
~tl\Wl nur lire~:·
''L21.'s gd nut of !Jere ... sa id Ben t:horlly .
'·:-l e n~ihle, boy ... laughed Kennedy . '·By Ueorge, thaL"s
the most prndieal sugge~tion we ltavc yet hacl. While the
rc~r cf 11~ an· 'Peculating· aR to tbc came o1 the startling
c·ry, which ceri.ninl)' did ~ave our lives, Master Ben tells us
to f!·ct out :rnd, rcnlly. it's 1.hc Ycry best thing
WP can do."
'l'hey relighted 11ro of L11c limterns, arnl proceeded caui iously, not knowing at 11·lrn1. moment the half-breeds might
ret11m to the attack.
'l'hey rnll" nnthing o1 them . howcYel', ana al last came
0111 at ihe wrr plncc they had entered.
Herr tl1e trampled gra~s am1 broken underbrush showed
plai11l)' how n1pid hacl been !he retreat of the half-breeds,
for it was rvitlPnt that they had .fallen down the hil1' heacllong in tlieir hurried flight.
X oi. far awa~r they came upon a slight, crouching :figure,
her bcarl bowed upon .her arms .
"\\'hy, it is Pepita!'' exclaimed Ben in great astonishment.
Tlw girl looked up "·ith a tear-stained face and then,
reeognizing ihe boy, sprang up and fairly threw herself
into his arms.
"The~' did not kill yon, they didn't kill you?" she cried.
"T thouglit I snw them rlo it, I thought I saw you fall, and
then T sh11t my eyes. put my fiands to my ears and cried."
It wa8 Pep ita, then, who had saved them .
Her cry it was "·hich had echoed through the darkness.
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frightened the assa5sins and making them think that the
eYil spirits of the mountain were upon them.
"Faithful child,' said Ben, tenderly. "It was you then
who saved us? Believe me ()'irl we will neYer forb()'et you,
~
'
' 0
and, eYen though we may not meet again, be assured that
we shall always hold you in grateful remem.lmrnce."
· "You will I).Ot come again?" asked Pepita.
"Not to remain. My home is far a way, and when I go
there you will not see me again. I wish you all gcod fortune, my child, and assure you that we will 11e,·er forget
you."
"I will remember you always, senor," said the girl, simply.
'l'hey were on the wrong side of the mountain, but it
was evident that the half-breeds had been too thoroughly
alarmed to return and they were really in no clanger from
them now.
P epita told them t hat the half-breeds had determined to
possess the money they carried, and that parties had been
sent into the mountain from two directions to cut off their
retreat.
She had followed, hoping to warn them in time, but
realized that she was too late when she saw the darklanterns flash upon them.
Then, expecting that they would be killed. she hacl
screamed in her terror, and it mis her screams which
aroused the super~titious £ear of the half-breecl s and dispersed them as effectually as an arnw could have done.
They decided to camp on t he mounhiin till the next clay,
and Pepita brought them ponchos and food, so that they
·
were comfortable.
The next morning .~he came to a,r good-by . an<l Kennedy, who had been ta lking with Mr. Preston, put a considerable sum of money in an e1nclope, handed it to her
ancl said:
"That is :·our marriage portioll, my good 1ittlc girl, an cl
I trust that :·ou will live long and be a. happy as you can
be. You deserve a good husband and l hope that you will
get one. K ow, good-hy, an cl be sure tha l, whcreYer we arc,
we will never forget :·on."
'·Uooc1-by, ~cnor$," sa.id Pepita, but her farC\rell wnR fo r
Ben al0ne.

CHAPTEH XVIII.
\~01'11En

.~nVESTCHE

ox 'l'IIB WAY.

Ben an11 hi$ friends reached the hotel hrn (la\"S later, but
not without furth er ad rentures, for it seem eel a;; if that
solitary mountain exercised some baleful influence upo11
the boy, perhaps to pay for the wealth he had found in its
bosom.
H e had nel'er yet visited it that he hacl not had an advcntu re of eomc ~ort, and he " ·a::: not to le:we it on this oc~
casion without one.
\fhen they took leare of Pepita they made their way
to the cave entrance. as, having left their mules at the pool,
they would want to return for them, as they could not well
mak<' their wav orer the mountain without them, and their
roncl would alsr 1:1kc them from the region of the sunken
pool.
They had ! heir lanterns, and, not being in clanger of
molestation from the half-breeds now, made good progress
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some of which seemed to be
the clark IJaPRaO'es
throuo-h
'
\':'.)
C""
the llried-up beds .0£ ancient water courses.
Thev reached the pool by evening, and then looked
aTOnnd for their mules, which they had left tethered with
rope enough tp allow them plenty 0£ gmzing ground in the
grass on the erlge of the pool.
'ro their purprise, as well as amazement, the mules were
·
nowhere to be seen.
The stakes holding the thong tethers hacl been pull ed
out of the ground, but whether this had been done by the
mules themselves or by human agency, they could not tell.
"Those thieving half-breeds have run off with the beasts,"
cleclared Kennedy. "We might have known they would.
You can "t trust such fellows with anything."
"Perhaps the mules haYe simply wandered off," sai cl
Mr. Preston. "We could hardly expect them to remain
in one spot all this ttme. No doubt they will return here,
as there is no water between here and t he other side of
the de~rrt."
" \\' e can't cross the desert on foot and carry- our own
,rater nnd provisione,'' said Ben. "That is not to be
thought of for one instant. We simply must get the mules
again, :md that's all there is to it."
"}fo11· are ynn going to clo it?" asked Kennedy, not
doubting the boy·s ability, but desiring to know what were
his plarn;.
"1 11•ill find a wa-y;' said Ben, sententiously, and no
more 1ra · sa id .
" They ate their supper an<l. the night being cool, retired
to the walled entrance of the stone chamber, Kennedy
lighting his pipe and proceeding to enjoy himself as much
a5 he could.
· Mr. Preston 1ras rntisficcl that the nnile would return,
and he therefore :;:aid no more about the matter, but
strctcl1d l1i1melf out 01\ his poncho and went to sleep, feeliJJg tlw nect1 of rest.
\;:c11nedv <lid not ask Ben any questions, feeling that
when. the boy wished to give him his qonfidence he would
do so . ancl, being somewhat nettled, would not ask for it.
Ben sat alone al the entrance to the passage for some
time, thinking deep!:· aml eay ing nothing.
The O(·casional quick, short puff of Kennedy's pipe, the
gentlr :;plash of the waters in the pool as the breeze stirred
them, or the cli"tant cry of some night bird were the only
soumh that bi.:.oke the i:;tillness.
,\.t la"t Ben arO$C and walked toward the winding ascent
lemli 11g to the sanely plain above, with no distinct idea of
what he meant to do, but tired of being inactive.
"If I could only think," he muttered; "if I could only
settle on something. P erhaps it is all right to wait till
the creatures come back, and yet it seems to me that they
mmt haYe been driren off by half-breeds. I've got to find
those muleR or some others, that's all there is about it, but
how T'm going to do it is what worries me."
H is foot was on the winding path and he had taken several step;: upward before he realized where he was going.
"Wel l. why not?" he mused. "They may have gone up
'there. There's no accounting for what mules will do.
There is nothing to eat up there, but they may have gone,
for all that."
(To be continued)
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FACTS WORTH READING
A MODEL MAN.
Federal Judge Simeon Woodrow King, of Chicago. who
is visiting relatives in Chester, Pa., is a remarkable man.
Hro is in his 84th year, and has never been sick a clay in
hia life.
He was appointed judge for the United States Court .for
'.he Northern District of Illinois when he was twenty-one
years and six months of age by Presirlent Abraham Lincoln, ancl has been sitting as a jurist all that long period.
"I have kept the promise J made to Abraham Lincoln,''
Judge King says, "ancl that promise was that I would
never smoke or chew tobacco, never touch liquor and never
tell an untruth."

tion, we s<:e the principles which regulate tlrn lives of our
clean-cut athletes.
A mail who wants to succeed and who wants to show
foe worlcl his best has no use for such things as whisky
and tobacro, even thol1gh hiR friends chaff him for his careful habits. Tv Cobb and other men wlio haYe made a success of their ~areers i1o not listen to the jeers or the persuasions of others. They know what is best for them, and
they act accordingly.
'l'v Cobb <foes not re[uRc drinks because he is a "goodygoocl." hut simply because he knows that alcohol cannot
fail to do him harm. People may call him "goocly-good"
to his face, but he is big enough to overlook the jibes ancl
langhs of his tempters. If he succeeds in doing that, he
1rill
some flay have the laugh on the very boys who 011cc
BIGGEST LJNER A HORPI'l'AL.
Greatest of British merchantmen, the new \\'hiic i3tar made fun of him.
liner Britannic, has been converted into a hospila l ship
and is now in commission. The Britannic is 3,000 tons
·rHE CARE OF THE WATCH.
larger than the Aquitania, which previously helcl the size
A mifrh may run for years and keep good time with
record at 48,000 tons displacement.
liiile attention: but you cannot connt on its giving you
Another new liner, the Statcndam, 33,000 tons. built at either long service or accuracy unless you take care of it,
Harland & Wolff's, Belfast, for the Holland-American says Youth's Companion .
Line, has also been commandeered by the British GovernWind Y6UT watch in the morninrr rather than at nirrht.
0
ment and turned into a hospital .ship, She will have 2,800 The pow.er that the spring furnishes as it uncoils is not
be.els. The Belgenland, a lmer mtendecl for . the Red St~r constant, huL is greatest when the spring is wound up, and
Lme, has been co:npleted at Belfast and will be used m decrease:; a:-; it mnrinds. Therefore, a watch wound in the
the transport service.
mornincrb has more enero·y
io withstand the J·olting that it
b
-----gd~ through the day.
During the night the watch is at
TWENTY-SEVEN CLOCKS IX BAG.
rest, and !herefore not subject to jolts.
After a six-month's chase, detectives from Long Island
If you wind your watch at night, do not lay it down
Cit~', N. Y., canght George Dimih'i the other night. He on a cold surface, such as that o.f a marble mantelpiece.
carried a suspicious-looking bag. It contained twenty- The sudden chill may cause the spring to contract suffiseven new alarm clocks.
ciently to bind, and so stop the movement.
"1 run a boarding-house,'' he explained. "These docks
When you hold your watch vertically, the friction of
will make my boarders get up on time."
the pivots is at its greatest, ancl tends to retard the moveTracing the clocks to a broken freight car on a float at ment. When you lay the watch fiat, you reduce the fricthe foot of Sixth street, Long Island City; the detectiYes tion and accelerate the movement. Watchmakers allow a
sa:v they discovered a nest of river pirates. Dimitri, who little for that in regulating, but they make their observalives at 207 East Ninety-sixth street, and William F. tions and change the positions of the watches at regular
Seiber, of 507 East 135th street, were held in $1,000 bail intervals; whereas there is never the same regularity when
for the grand jury.
the watches are in use.
In their rooms Captain Graham says the detectives
Since your watch is meant to nm vertically when you
found several hundred dollars' worth of loot, including carry it, keep it vertical at night as well as in the nayVictrolas, r.ccordions and more alarm clocks, which had time. If after a few days you find that it gains or loses,
heen stolen from freight cars along the waterfront. Rep- have a watchmaker regulate it.
rescntatives of several railroad companies have been invited
The best place for a watch at night is on a watchstand
to the Long Island City headquarters to inspect the stolen covered with thick cloth. Cloth is a poor conductor of
goods.
heat, and will protect the watch from sudden chills. If
you hang your watch on a hook, see that the back of the
TY COBB'S PlUNCIPLES.
case rests against the wall, so that the watch cannot swing.
"Ko nips for me; it affects my batting eye," said Ty
Protect your watch carefully from dirt, dampness and
Cobh of the Detroit American team the other clay. The electricity. Make it a rule to open the case only when it
famous baseball player was referring to drinkl." containing is absolutely necef'lsary, and neYer in a railway train, the
alcohol. He would have spoken in much the same manner open air or a factory in which there is :floating dust; The
i'f the diseussion had touched upon the subject of smoking. sma11est particle of dust can stop a watch once it gets into
In this little statement, made offhand and without affecta- the works.
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-HUSKY HARRY, THE BOY OF MUSCLE
- OR -

WILLI NG TO WO RI< H IS W AY
By CAPTAIN GEO. W. GRANVILLE
(A SERIAL STORY)
ture this feat. He dropped into the water and slid along
CHAPTER III (continued)
But now he was far out at the very end of the boom. the pole slowly.
"Now, put your arms around my neck and hang on."
The floating roof was turning in the current toward him.
A moment more and he had done this.
waited.
logs,
the
on
braced
Harry, with his feet
Then Harry let go of the pole, and the floating roof
All depended upon an instani"s work. If the roof
should be swept past him before he could reach .rt then lit- darted away and went crashing OYer the dam. Harry, relievcJ of the awful otrain, now clutched the boom with
tle ,Jack's fate would be . ealed .
hands.
both
edge.
the
to
"Come
")I ow, Jack !" shouted Harry.
re~ted a moment, and then, exerting his powerful
He
arms.''
my
When I give the word, jump into
raised himself out of the water and onto the
strength,
failto
doomed
was
plan
Harry's
But
The boy oiJeyed.
boom. .Tack still clung to him.
me.
With the boy on his buck Harry nimbly started on his
The .floating roof had seemed to be heading straight for
way to t.lte sl1orc. Twice he sank between the logs,
perilous
furit
the boom. Some twist of the current now Sll'ayecl
time his powerful anus held him up and he got
each
but
bewas
Jack
Little
stream.
ther into the middle of the
reached the shore finally, and little J aek Delaney
Ile
b8.c·k.
reach.
beyond
away
ing whirled
.
.
A groan of horror went up from the crowd. Bnt Husky 1 wa~ sawcl
beyond
was
'.1-'hornton
Harry
greeted.
which
orntion
Tb?
j
.thought.
of
rapidity
the
with
acted
Harry
He reached far ont with his pike-pole. 'l'he sfrong steel 1 drsc·npt1on. H~ hac1 become a hero m the eyes of all.
Tn the throng was Eliza Ann, his stepmother. Her eyes
hook caught in the rafters. Harry set his weight againRt
that of the roof. One moment its course "·as checkecl. and glii> tenerl an<l Rhe drew near to say :
"Ye did well, Harry. P'raps I was wrong to send ye
then the log rolled. Harry"s feet went out from unde~·
Yer father wants yer to come back home. Ye'll
away.
water.
the
him and he went into
An awful hopeless cry of horror went up from tbe spec- be welcome."
"Xo,"' said Harry, very quietly. "Give my love to fatators. In that moment they belic\·ecl that Hu k:y Harry
hut tell him l"ll not come home until I've made my
ther,
had met his end.
It is be t."
mark.
hurn:m
of
feat
thrilling
most
the
witnessed
'rlien they
1
~nrc ye'll do it, an' I'm as proud of ye as if ye was
"I'm
hacl
they
that
strength
physical
and
endurance
pluck,
ever heard or. As Harry's feet left the boom lie clutched rn:v own son."
'L'his "·a~ a great deal of an admission for Eliza Ann,
at the chain of the boom with his left hancl.
His right hand clutched tbc pike pole, which in turn ancl Harry appreciated it. He extricated himself from the
wa fas!cnccl in the rafters or the roof. An ordinary man crowrl and went back to the mill to direct the river gang at
would have heen torn from hii:: hold by that terrible strain their work.
In another 11onr the r~ver began to fall. Before night
on arms ant1 body, for Harry with one hand on the chain
and the other on the pike-pole was a human anchor chain it had regained its normal level, and all danger was past.
It was a matter of great relief to the townspeople. Dan
for the heavy roof. which, nrged by the force of the curshook IIan~·'s hand warmly and said:
Logan
by
afloat
kept.
was
Ile
away.
get
rent, was straining to
your plucky work that saV'ecl us, Harry. But
was
'·It
this ,-ery tcns~on, though.
boom would have gone, and that would have
tbe
you
for
afraid.
be
"don't
\"!almly,
very
called
Harry
"Jack,"
carrier1 away the dam. Now, on account of the damage
Will you do just what I tell you?"
done the mill, I am going to close it down for a few
"Yes, sir,'' replic~l the plucky little fellow.
We've plenty of sawed h1mber on hand fo r a
months.
"Can you swim?"
while."'
"A little."
"Oh, then you won't require my services any longer?"
"Good! 'rhen you arc not afraicl to get into the water.
Harry in surprise.
asked
your
put
Get onto the pole ancl slic1e along until you cau
we're not going to cut you off after what you've
"Well,
that?''
arms around my neck. Can you do
want you to take charge of a chopping-gang up
\Ve
done.
'·T'Jl try, sir!"
Certainly little Jack Delancy was plucky enough to ven- in the woods."
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"I tlia11k Yon, Mr. Logan," said Harry, with sudden
resolution. "It is nry kind of you to offer me further employment. But, on the whole, I believe I will not accept."
"\\hat?" exclaimed the lumberman. "We will increase
your pay."
"Again I. thank you. But I think it is for my best interests to le.ave Maysville."
"Leaye l\'IaysYi)l~? I wouldn't do that, my boy. You've
hoRts of frienc1s here, and you will win advancement."
"Perhaps so, Mr. Logan. But the world is wide, and I
think I can better myself greatly by seeking a larger
sphere."
"Well, my boy," said the lumber king, with a note of
respect in hiF voice, "I like your spirit, and I wish you
all success. Rut remember this, if you ever want a friend
or employment call on me."
"I thank yon, Mr. Logan."
So the sawm ill was closed, and its gang of men the next
day were cleportccl into the woods. But Husky Harry did
not go with them .
·
His views of the future were vague. But he was very
resolute .
"T haYc mnsrle, and it must win m:v way for me," he
declared. "I am willing to work, and that ought to guarantee me a chance."
That evening he went up to the country store, as usual.
It waR his intention to lcal'e 1\laysville the next morning.
He .'1ac1 hearrl of a merchant in the next i.own wbo wanted
a clerk, and hr. clerided to apply for the position.
Harr:v "·as striding along the lane leading from the mill
to the village wl~en a peculiar. sound caught his ear. It was
a rnb as of some one weeping, and came from the shadows
of the heclge. Harry instantly paused.
"Is any one in trouble?" he asked.
There was a rustle, and a slender, trembling little :figure
crept out.
"Oh, 1vfo:tcr Harry, don't let them sencl me to the orphan asylnrn . My i:nother ancl father arc both drowned,
ancl I haven't anybody left. Can't I go with you?"
Husky Harry expe~·icnced a strange sensation. In all
his life he l1acl llf) \ 'Cl' felt such a yearning sentiment of
sympathy for hnmun being as for thi~ ragged, homelcs&
lacl wl10 hncl b0en oYertaken in tender years with' such an
aYalanche of snrrow and trouble.
Little Ja ck 's case was indeed pathetic. In all the wiclc
world he hncl no relative or friend. He was a public
charge, a charity child . The town provided for such, but
the boys natile pride rehel ed against it.
"Oh, I'll work for you; I'll do anything if you won't let
them take me," hr. pleaded.
Harry knelt down and put his arm around the little
orphan.
"Don1t you fem', little fellow," he said, with a hearty
ring in hi~ Yoice . "I'll see that no harm comes to you.
l 'm ~ort of alone in the world myscl.f ju t now, and that
makes ns kin. don't you know? 1'11 take charge of you,
l)nd you won ·t haYc to go to the orphan asylum."
A cry of joy escaped little Jack. He nestled closer to
Harry.
"Oh, I'll work hard for you," ho cried. "I've got no'
father nor mother now, and--"
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Heavy footsteps s01mclecl bel1ind them . Harry sprang
up . Four men had come into the lane. The leader was
Ben Phillips.
"There's the little thief!" cried Phillips, roughl.\'. "I.J~t
me gil'c him a. shaking. Be's a ease for the reform school."
Phillips would haYe pounced upon Jack, but Harry
stepped in front of him.
"Hold on, Ben Phillips. Whafs the matter?"
"Oh, you're going to back him up, eh?" hissed the grocer's son. "I want to tell you that he's a little thief, and
chat he Ftolc a pair of shoes from our store."
"l did not,'' cried ,Jack, indignantly . "You chased me
awa~· from the store .. You wouldn't let me stay there."
"The J1ocs went away when you went,'' gritted Phillips.
"Yon needn't lie about it. You'll go to the reform f'e;hool
tor this. C0me along, now."
·
"No," saicl Harry, coolly. "Don't put yonr harnl s on
him, B011 Phillips. I don't believe your story. You have
no anthority to make an arrest, for you haYe no warrant.
'l'hi littl~ homeless fellow is going to get his righg, and
I think T have the muscle to see that he gets them, too.
CHAPTER IV.
IL\HHY \YIN'S .\ BAT'L'LE.

Standing there in the dim light of the lane and faC"ing
PhiJI ips au cl his followers, Husky Harry spoke the ringing
worrls of dcfrnse o( little Jack Delaney.
lrnr:v and hatred were jn crcry line of Phillip~' fncc . He
dre"· his giant frame up and clenched his powerful hands.
"Oh, that's it, eh?" he said harshly. "You think you
haYc got the muscle to stand off all four of us. clo You?"
"I don 't know whether I have or not," ~:iirl Ha1.'ry, rery
quietly. '·Ji'om to one is big odds. But if all fom o[ you
tackl e me I ~lrnll do my best, and l give yon w;m1ing: right
here l hat some 0 r you \\'ill get hurt.' '
"Oh' \'l'lrnt llo YOU think will happen to you?"
" \Yha tcl'cr happens to me, you arc not going to trnmp
up any rnch mi:::crnblc fabe charge again~t this boy wl)ile
I am ahle to pre1·e11t it."
"You ~a:v the charge i ' .false?"
" I don't hcli cYc it i,; trnr. I knew his father arnl molhc-r,
of whom he has been this (lay clcprirncl. Th ey 1rere honest
peopl e."
"Tlwr were tl~e S<'ll!ll of the town.''
"Sto1~ ! ] t is not fitting to revile the deau,"-cried Ilany.
Little Jack was weeping bitterly. "I don't belieYe the boy
stole anything from your store. He certainly has not the
articles upon him.''
"He ha$ probabl.v hidclcn them :;omcwhcre."
"I don't believe it."'
"I don 't care 1rlrnt you bcliere," cried Ben, angl'ily.
"I'm going to give him a shaking."
"~ o, you won't."
H arry stepped nearer the bnlly. Phillips hesi ta led.
~l'he four with him were loungers abont the store, wortl1less
scapegoats, as Hurry well knew. He realized that Phillips
1rns his most dangerous antagonist.
"I reckon there's enough o.f us here to gi l'e you a leEson
in manners, Hal Thornton. Take that!"
( To be continued)

'T'HE LIIlETITY BOYS

OF '76.

FROM ALL POINTS
Tltc toad, says an exchange, lives from ten to forty years,
and it ran lay over a thousand eggs a year. It has lived
bro yca·r~ without food, but cannot liYe long under water.
It never takes dead or motionless food . It captures and
de rn urs wasps, yellow-jackets, ants, beetles, worms, spiders,
snails, bugs, grasshoppers, crickets, weevils, caterpillars,
motbs, etc. In twenty-four hours the toad consumes
enough food to fill its stomach four times. A single toad
will, in three months, devour over 10,000 insects. If
en'ry ten of these would have clone one cent damage, the
toall ha~. saved ten dollars. If this be true, toads deserve
io be well treated for the valuable assistance they render in
om continuous fight against insect pests in. lawn and
garden.

he died he made a will that the tobacco must not be sold
until the revenue was taken off, and it has never been
marketed. The plug that Mr. Hines has is in a perfect
state of preservation.

De~cribing in the Geographical Journal his explorations
in tlie Belgian Congo, Dr. Cuthbert. Christy records that in
r:wcling from St:rnleyville to AYakubi he came upon a
rrmp of fore~t natil'es remarkable for the curious way in
vhich 1-hcy mark their bodies for the purpose of conceal1enL Xarrow stripe~ of black or red are marked on.
i111bs ancl face, and sometimes the body. This device has
~he effect of breaking up ~he outline and making the peron less conspicu01}S in the lights and shadows of the uncnrood. Eren in the sunlight the diukerboks of the fore~t will run past the motionless hunter without perceiving
1im, ancl arc caught in nets. It is interesting to note that
n analogous device has come into use during the present
1 uropean war for concealing vessels, guns, etc.

Rcsrmbling the great works of Nature such as the Grand
anyon of tht Colorado and Yellowstone Park, the rice
crraccs in the mountain provinces of the Philippines apear to be the result of erosion or glacial action rather
lrnn the work of humanity. Yet they are absolutely arificial. the mountainsides being terraced by the patient
alior of the islanders 'so that rice can be grown on the
lopes of the precipitous ranges. The ri ce terraces extend
or almost countle~s miles an~ are by no means haphazard
n their arrangement . In fact, an officer returning from
he Philippines described them as marvelous engineering
eat~ , since i·hc watrr from the upper terraces is carried
rom Joye[ to lcYel on easy grades, breaking the force of
lie rurrcnt and. irrigating mile after mile of rice fields.

?ifr. J. Hines, of Leesburg, Ga., who recently returned
rem Rirhmond, Ya., where he had been a patient at the
\ellarn 'Hospital, has a plug of tobacco that is fifty-three
rars old. Mr. Hines said the tobacco was given him by
gentleman in Richmond, who stated that it was made in
PG1 . )fr. Hine~ snid a wealthy tobacco man of Virginia
acl quite a quantity of it when the war broke out berC'cn the State~, anrl, not desirous of accepting Con [edratc money for it, he dec ided to holcl it until the war was
ver; bnt the United States Govcr11rnent placed such a
,igh rerrnue on tobacco that he would not ell. \Yhen

A met.hod of preventing oil conflagrations has been tested out with no little success by a leading American oil
producer. Briefly, if an oil tank catches fire the heat
immediately melts a fusible connection closing an electric circuit, which in turn releases controlling valves of a
tank containing n. certain solution which then flows into
lines running to the mixers installed in the tanks. Each
mixer is fitted with fusible plug valves which melt o·u t
and the solution runs into the mixers, producing a foam
that spread. over the surface of the burning oil and prevents '"access to air· necessary to combustion. In a recent
test in Hawaii a fire was extinguished in 46 seconds after
it had started, 42 seconds having elapsed before the fuse
plug melted.
Every American child can answer the question, "W1iat
is your name?" without hesitation, but the Japanese boy
must think a little to make sure, fqr at various periods of
his life he is called by different names. He receives his
first name when he is just a month.old. Then three different names are written on three slips of paper, and thrown
up into the air in the temple, while prayers are made.
That which falls first to the ground bears the name the
boy is called till he is 3 years old. At that age his baby
clothes arP laid aside, he receiYes a new name , and his education begins. At 15 the Japanese boy receives a new
name in honor of his coming of age. His name is changed
again on the occasion of his marriage and on any advance
in his position. Even mortal illness does not encl this confusing state of affairs, for when death comes a new name
is given to hih1.

An armored train and an armored aeroplane soon will
be added to the equipment of the New York National
Guard through the generosity of certain public-spirite d
citizens. 'I'he Governor of the State has approved of a
request for a $10,000 appropriatio n to he used in maintaining the train; a similar amount is asked for the aeroplane. It is said that this will be the first armored train
in this country. One of its units will be a battle car carrying nine or ten men and resting on especially constructed
trucks equipped with motor apparatus and steering gear at
either end so thnt it can be run in either direction without
reversing control. There will be seven lightly armored fast
motor cars for carrying machine guns and suitable for
scout work or bringing up ammunition. Twehe motorcycles also will be equipped with machine guns. The train, ·
if bought in tl1e open market, would cost approximately
~J 50,000. It will need the senices of fully 100 men. The
armored aircraft is the gift of several prominent citizens
who are especially interested in military aviation.
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It is announced by the officials of an American aeroplane
manufacturing company that order s have been placed by
the Allied gornrnments for 11 huge battleplanes of most
modern dPsign. Each aeroplane will weigh in the neighborhood of :J0,000 pounds, and the framewo rk will be entirely of steel. It is said that the wing spread is to be
180 feel, while the length of the aeropl ane from tail t o
propellers will be J 04 feet. T he framework will be constructed on the cantilever truss principle, insuring great
strength with a minimum weight. Twin bodies will be
used, rnch body carrying an engine of 800 horse-power.
It i;; planned to arm the machines with four guns. two
fore and two aft, of a caliber of between 1% and 2 inches,
and capable of firing 20 to 40 i:hots per m inute. Each
airship will cnrry a numbe r of bombs of any ::; ize up to 14
i11ehes in iam0teT. The specifications ea 1l for a spetd of
8!3 mi les an hour with full load and a crew of six men .

a

GOOD CUJtREN'l1 NEWS AltTICl_J ES
Miss Mabel H enderson, seventeen years old, is the her oine of the hollr at Bolen, \\'is. Single-banded, she fought
a big timber wolf with a mop handle and kille<l it.

GltINS AN H CHUCKLES
Newed has a bird of a bonnet. He- And her
bill of the bird.
the
husband has

S

11e-1'1frs.

T he Congress of Ecuador has granted a concession fo r
"Why flo they call it the face of the earth?" asked the
line between Guayaquil, Ecuador, and Philasteamship
a
"'Can~c there is so much dirt on it, I suppose,"
teacher.
delphia. 'fh e vessels of the company are to navigate unrnpliecl the youthfn I one.
der 'the E cuadorian flag, and at least one-half of the employees are to be natives of Ecuador. It is stipulated that
Grandpa-Tomm y, name some important 'things that
t he steamships must begin running within one and oneexist to-clay but weTe unknown one litmdred years ago .
half years after the signing of the contract.
Tommy- You and me.
__.

_____

War has brought a big boom in the match industry of
Sweden, one of the country's principal sources of revenue.
Not only has the output g1:eatly increased, but it is estimated that prices have gone up 100 per r;;ent. One reason
fo r this is the practica 1 elimination of Belgian competition.
All the Swedish match mills are working under high pressure an d confidence is expreAsecl that the boom conditionti
will con tin ue fo r at least another year.
Mar tin Greenbaum, a farmer of 'i\'ar8aw, I ncl., narrowly
escaped cle:i.th under a strawstac:k. Cattle l1ad burrowell
in the stack so that it threatened to topple OYer. Greenbaum attempted to prop up the stack and was caught un der it wh en it collapsed. He was dug ont two homs later
by relatives who missed him and who hacl found him under the straw after a long hunt. He was almost suffocated
when rescued.

"I wo nl·ln "t marry that old man for his money." "Well,
you ·ve g:ot a poor opinion of my taste if you think I
w0u1d marry him for love ."
8ingletou-A fte)· a man is dead he is soon forgotten .
Seconc1un-t ef'. as a rule: but the poor jay who is married to his wiclow is never allowed to forget him.
"RiverB. lb settle a controvers~', wasn 't the best meal you
hac1 n clinner on a rrn>t-cJatiS ~cean steamer?'' "Yo ;
vou lose, Brooks. The best meal I ever had was on an
~mpty stomach."'

C\'Cl'

"Pa,., sair1 ~·otrng '11 umhlestone, "if I eat elates enough
will I t nrn into· a calendar?" "You will turn into becl
this instant," said the elder Tumblestone, " or I will assist
you !" He turned in.

T he T erritory of Hawaii now has in han<l redamation
"Thc,v ~a,v." -said 1\frs. Oldcastle, "that Mr. Faddlewaite,
worb that will cost about $300,000, with sereral other
p ro jects in contemp lation, says the World Review. At who used to belong to our church, has become an agnostic."
H onolulu a strip of land half a mile wide, starting near I "Is that so? .Josiah used to take his lunch at the same
the wh~rve~ and ex~endin? for abou~ .three miles along the Ip~ac:e as he c1i<l d?w.ntown'. a~d l~e says he. often warned
shore, 1s berng put m sanitary cond1t1011. Another prc;iject him that he'd get it if he d1dn t give up eatm' so fast."
.
well u nder way, known a~ the Waiolama reclamation
" H ow is it business has so much improved in the side
project, will imp1·ove the waterfront of Hilo, on t he I sland
of Hawaii. Preliminary surveys are being made for the show?" asked the man from the main tent. "1 started the
Kaikiki reclamation proj ect, and :filling will soon begin. 'living skeleton' to sm oking cigarettes," r eplied the husThis par cel of Janel ad joins the fa m ous Waikiki Beach, and t ling m an ager. " I don't see why that should draw pec;iits r eclamation will open a large area of desir able r es1- ple." "Yes· every mother takes her boy in and points out
. the horrible example."
dence pr operty.
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Not only was John Sands an old acquaintance of George
White, but Mrs. White as well, having been on intimate
terms with both before their marriage.
By Horace Appleton
Sands was a large creditor of the firm of White &
"We are short, Mr. White," said June Springer, the Springer, and it was some relief to George to find him at
his house. He intimated, as soon as tea was over and a
partner of George White in the mercantile business.
suita!)le
opportunity offered, to mention their embarrassing
"How much?'' asked Mr. White.
'
"I do not know exactly;'' Springer replied, looking care- coudiiion to their friend.
"I am real glad to see you,.J ohn," said Mr. White, famifully orer their account books, "but our losses are imliarly. "Now wait until after tea, and we can have a somense."
cial
chat."
"It will reach thousands?"
Tea was over, and Mr. White, his wife and guest re"Yes."
turned to the coµy little sitting-room.
"I have feared it for some time."
A cheerful fire blazed in the grate, and the room was
"How in the world have we lost so heavily?"
strongly indicative of comfort.
"It has been by robbery."
Mr. John Sands seated himself by the center table, while
"Who has done it?"
"I know the thief, and to-night will put the officers on Mr. White, with every business care gone from his face,
is track. The wretched villain shall be brought to jus- was doing his best to make the evening pleasant for his
wife and guest.
tice."
·
"Who is he ?"
Mrs. White was on the left of Mr. Sands, and Mr. White
"I will make no disclosures, Springer, until he is found stood on his right, talking merrily to both.
and safely lodged in jail; but I know· him."
Crack!
The men sat for a moment in their small office regardA sharp report rang out on the air, startling all.
ing each other with anxiety and perplexity. George White
There was a jingle of falling glass, and footsteps hurrywas a man about thirty-five years of age, with a jet-black ing away from the window through which the shot had
ustache and dark hair, inclined to curl. His eyes were come.
dark gray, almost black, and he was a thorough business
Mr. White staggered back, clasped his forehead with his
left hand and clutched the air with his right, and fell backThe man who sat at the desk was perhaps three or four wards, his shoulders striking against the fender.
ears his senior, a nervous, irresolute, yet a careful man.
"Oh, heavens!" shrieked the terrified Mrs. White, claspThe two were regarded as the best business firm in New I ing her hands in terror and grief.
ork ~ity. What qualities one lacked, the other made u~.
Mr. Sands sprang to his feet, upsetting his chair.
Springer closed and locked the safe, and he and his
Mrs. White swooned, and John Sands rang the bell.
partner left the room.
Servants and police soon swarmed in the room.
Scarcely were they out upon the street before a man who
The broken window pane suggested from whence the
as crouched behind a large bookcase arose.
mysterious shot had been fired, but although the police
He had evidently been eavesdropping, ancl had overheard were put at once on the track no trace of the murderer
ll that 11ad passed between the partners in business.
could be found.
Re was chief clerk for the firm of White & Springer.
The next day Mr. Joseph Phelps, the chief clerk, was at
is face was deathly pale, and he was trembling with ill- his post very busy. He was somewhat nervous and very
suppressed emotion.
much horrified to learn of the assassination of one of his
"He suspected me ! By all that is powerful, he knows employers.
hat I robbed the till morning and night! Oh, misery!
The best detectives in the city were put upon the track,
hY am I to suffer such fearful torture? I had to c1o it to but weeks passed and no clew was found to the man who
ee{) up appearances in society. If I marry that heiress fired the mysterious shot.
can replace every dollar of it."
lGt Dennis, a new detective, and a young man, was the
He stopped short · and cla ped his hands as if suffering only one on the entire force who did not give up the purhe most excruciating pain.
suit of the criminal.
"But no; he will prosecute me. He will have me thrown
In the meantime, under an assumed named, he had
n prison, and condemned as a thie.f. But I swear I will .formed the acquaintance of the chief clerk, Joe Phelps,
revent him from doing that. He shall not have a and leamed his ambitious desires to marry the heiress.
chance."
'l'he next thing the detective had to do was to find out
There was a cold, cruel, malignant look on the face of the heiress, and form her acquaintance.
the clerk-whose name was Phelps-as he uttered the last
This wns no easy task to accomplish without arousing
vord~. '
her suspicions, but it was effected by a little shrewd planHe pa!'\scd softly ancl quiei.ly from the building by
ning and the aid of some friends.
·ear door.
'rhe detective was now on familiar terms with both,
When Mr. l'i-hite. reached his home he fo\lnd one of his though neither dreamed of his character.
ld acquaintances had called lo see him, ancl Mrs. \Vhite
With Phelps he was the jolly, whole-souled fellow, who
revailcd on hi:rn to wait until a.fter tea, when her husband could drink a bottle of wine, play a good game at billiards
ould probal>ly be at home.
or cards. They were confidential friends, and Phelps told
'l'HE MYSTERIOUS SHOT.

a

•
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"See here, you are talking mighty strange," said the
him many secrets which were damaging to his credit and
somewhat sobered by the shrewdness of the detective.
man.
character.
fired a shot with this pistol through the window.
"Yon
detecthe'
Both
saloon.
gambling
a
in
It was midnight
and he fell in
tive and Phelps were at the table. Wine had flowed freely, The ball struck your employer in the head,
firegrnte."
the
of
front
and Joe Phelps was almos.t too far gone to have any pni"Thunder and fury, hush, man!" cried 'Joe, leaping to
clence.
"I learn ;ou are going to get married, Joe?" said the his feet. "G i1e that thing up to me, quickly!"
"It was George White you killed," said the detective
detective.
1rithout pretencJing to notice the terror and passion
coolly,
"I am," he drawled out in a drunken tone. "Heiress
Phelps.
of
"
to-hie-b et she's got load~ o' gold-hie.
~'Shut up }'l'r :jaw, and hand me that pistol."
"Does she know you are only a clerk?"
"This is loaded, I belieYe," and the cool detective cocked
"No, she thinks me rich."
pistol and loYeled it at the head of the man, who was
his
"How do you manage to keep up appearances so long?
becoming soher.
rapirlly
~
salary."
You could not do it on your insufficient
! What in thunder do ye mean?" cried
quit-quit
"Oh,
hi~
of
side
the
tapped
lie
and
how,"
know
I
"No. but
in his chair.
sinking
Phelp;;, again
nose significantly.
"You are my prisoner."
"Ye won't blow on me?"
"You mu~t he joking?"
"No.'·' said the cletective.
"Ro ; I am in dcarl earnest."
trustI'm
"W~ll, blamed ef I don't tell ye-hie-y e see
cried Phelps.
"Police!''
the
over
leaning
Phelps,
Joe
in' my life in yer hands," said
if ~·au waut to. They can aid me in this arthem
"Call
ye
"Ef
eyes.
his
in
stare
drunken
a
of
kind
a
table with
rest."
was to peach on me I'd hang Slue."
"Police-po lice!"
The detective bent his ear ayer to his drunken compan"Yell yonrsel£ hoarse, but if you move to escape, or to
ion, who whispered:
attack me, I will shoot you."
"'l'ake it out of the master's till."
"\\rhat cJo that for?"
"Oh, well, but it might be found out on you," said the
"I arro t ~·on.''
detective with ass1 med nervousness.
for?"
"\\'hat
"No danger."
"Mnrder.''
you?"
on
out
find
ever
one
"Did no
"M nrder ?"
"No, nobody but one.''
"Yes, mnrrler."
"How did you manage to keep him silent? Did you
"The mmclcr of who?"
pay him part?"
''Your employer, George White.''
was
It
that.
do
dare
"Na-thun der-hie! Wouldn't
ar.c joking?" said Joe, now perfectly sobered, and
"You
:"
proprietors
one o' the
laugh the matter off.
to
trying
"We11, what did you do?"
not; I am in dead earnest," said the detective.
am
I
o,
"~
"Silenced 'im-hic !"
the murder to me, and I ha Ye been
admitted
Ye
ha
"You
"How did you silence him?"
looki11g for you for some time."
"Guess I'd better not tell.''
"What authority have yon to arrest me?"
me?"
tell
to
afraid
not
are
you
'1e,
J
ye:;,
"Oh,
The clctcdiYe exhibited his star. Seeing that he was
"No, but-hie-y e might git drunk some time and g;Ye
.Toe said:
caught,
me awav.''
\ras only a little nonsense I told you. It was
that
"Oh,
"I'm
jovially.
detectiYe,
"No dnnger of that,'' said the
not true."
going to join the Sons of 'remperance."
Two policemen who had answered the call of Joe Phelps
.
"Ra, ha, ha!" ln.ughed Joe.
came forward, and the detective gave the prisoner in
now
"Ha, ha, ha!" laughed the detective.
clrnrge.
their
"Yer a good un."
was lodgerl in jail that night, and put upon hi$ trial
He
said
fix,"
awful
an
in
me
got
ye've
but
Joe,
"So are you.
in a week, comricted and hanged.
the detective.
The clav before his execution he made a full confession,
"Why, how?"
fully explained the firing of that mysterious shot.
which
found
"You told me you silenced one of the men who
you out, but you haven ·t said how."
A drunken smile played on the face of Phelps for a moMalachi Jenkins, a Thomas County, Ga., negro, conment. He was evidently unaccustomed to crime, and was
fesses to having entered the matrimoni al state just twentyan easy snbject for such skill as the detective possessed.
a
two times. Malachi's latest mate lives in Lowndes Countv
drawing
"I done it with this," said the drunken man,
and, being anxious to ~ee her again and weary of the sep~~
pocket.
his
silver-mountec1 pistol from
his way
"You shot him?" said the detective, taking the pistol ration, he broke jail in Thomasville, Ga., and made
to his
returned
having
of
him
Suspecting
to her home.
in his hand.
He is
Jenkins.
for
hunt
still
a
on
went
police
the
family,
"Hush; some one '11 hear ye.''
reto
have
will
probably
he
where
cell,
old
his
in
now
"Through the window?"
atwives
kins'
Jen
of
en
'l
main for some time longer.
"Yes, but hush; give me back my pistol.''
clay.
one
in
jail
county
the
at
him
visit
to
tempted
"It was George White you killed.''
1
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GOOD READING
Three hundred thousand muskrat skins were auctioned
off at the third day of the great fur sal~ in St. Louis.
They brought from 9112 to 15 cents each . The furs were
sold in lots of 700 to 2,500. Seventy thousand opossum
skins and 51,000 skunk skins also were auctioned o:fl'.

bottles were sold for an average of 20 cents a dozen, ' and
brought the junkman $400. Other junk coll ected and
~o1cl by Gross the past year were: 50,000 old grain bags,
10,000 used automobile tires, 3,000 old rubber shoes, 3,000
pounds of brass, copper (Ind other metals, 6,000 pounds
of rags, 80,000 pounds of scrap iron, 2,000 pounds of
ancl 1,fiOO pounds of
A dispatch to Reuter's Telegram Company from Mcl- green hides, 2,000 pounds. of wool
pelts.
cyclist,
motor
bqurne ~a:vs that Erwm Baker, an American
covered 930 miles there in twenty-four· hours. This is a
worl u's reco rd. The previous professional motor cycle
A new moon has been discovered. The discoyery adds
record for twenty-four 11ours was 775 miles 1,3-±0 yards. still another to Jupiter's collection, making a grand total
It was maae by H. H. Collier, Canningtown, England, o.f eight. Detail's of the lunal phenomenon were given at
May 5, 1909. Th e amateur rcr')]"(l for twenty-four hours the Chicago Academy of Sciences, where an important exis J ,093 miles 1,051 yards. It is held by Charles Spencer, hibit of astronomical plfotographs and instruments is in
who made it at Springfield, Mass., in October, 1909 .
P.rogress under the direction of Lowell Observatory. "It
has 'been known for a long time that Jupiter had six
moon~."' explained IY. C. Brown of Northwestern UniverThe annual banquet of the Number Ten Club, organized
sity, "and ~omething over two years ago a seYenth m oon
~· b
"ti t
in Frankfort. I d ti · t
l
k 11 h t
·
·
, L
, n ., ur y years ago w1 i en mem ers,
1.
ast sprmg some rem a r ·a 1 e p o ograp 1s
.
\ms u~coveren
f
Kl
b
"
l
I
·11
r
t
·
ti
cl
·d
·
op er.
was 1elcl recen ti y a t tl1e apar t men t s of I >.O ert
anot ier
ie exis cncc OL sh
d were ta 1rnn. I\' 1i1c 1i ev1 ence
. .
.ts
.
h
t
1 bl
'l'h e cu
.
f
·
t
'l'l · . . "fi ' ti
· h
,.
·. ,
ms me once eac year smce i orgamzat1011 an
11s 1 en ect 1e con enhon o re1b , mo01., ma 1,ing e1g t.
Wh
b
kll d b th
·1a
t
en a mem_ er Lain well known, European astronomers."
y e mem ers.
gam: J e
e~ s w.1
dies lns place lS reserved at the table, places always bemg
set for ten. A bottle of wine was given to the club at the
first banq11et, and this was put away with the understandDetails rcgiuding a Teuton hydro-aeroplane which fell
ing that each year foe bottle should be. placed on the table, into thr hands of the Russim1s in the Riga region are of
and when the last sur viving member sits at the table alone unusual interest in that they disclose the thorouahness
he shall open the bottle and drink the wine .
wi!h which German aircraft. are :finished and equipped.
To quote from the report of the Morning P ost correspondThe snperiorit~· of American clays for use in connection ent at Petrograc1: "All the necessary manipulating parts
'Iii th the glass indul'try hal' been clemomti ated by tests or the machinery are made luminous at night with a raat the Pittsburgh laboratory of the Bureau of Standards. cli um compositirrn. There is a special newly invented leYel
The burean announces that American glass manufactmers io fac il itatc handling the plane in clarkness, and a spewill hereafter be i11clependent of foreign rnalerial for this cial compass, :rncl seats are provided for three. The hyc1ropurpose. Tl1 e glass refractories (pots in which the glaRR aeropla11e carries a searchlight, a Maxim, and a rifle, with
is melter!) prepared of American clays ha Ye been found an adequate rnpply of ammunition. and ten bombs, :five on
to give bettPr results than those manufactured with the each side, of ten pounds weight apiece."
addition of Geiman plastic clays, pr o.f German clays
alone.
Altl1ough facking in that science which makes polo the
Tlte Unitcr1 States Bureau of Plant Industry has pnb- game it is. a sport indulged in this year by the cowboys of
1ishcd ll bulletin describing what appears to be a Yaluable tlie Routlnve•t at their annual meet is one which demands
new Fo1uct· o.f paver; viz., zacaton (hpicampes rnacro1na nn exercise of much skill in h orsemanship, says Popular
B e11t h.), a p:rass growing wild in abundance in Mexico and Meehanics. It iF played by eight mounted men, four on
Central America. 'l'his is but one of scYera1 possible pa- each siclc. At each goal is a small square box . In the
per-making, plal!ts that the bureau has under investigation. midd le of the field is a th.ircl cnse, which is filled wi.t h poY em· lw war the demand for materials other than wood tatoe, . 'J'lie rtrler::; nre provided with long, lancelike, sharpand rag$ ·capable of yielding paper on a commercial scale pointed pole~. At a signal they dash at the potato box,
becomes more mgcnt. Wood i~ now used in i.bi. country certain of them attempting to spear potatoes and plunge
for pulp manufacture to the amount of about 4,500,000 back to their goal boxes with them. At the same time the
guards of one side endeavor to prevent the scoring of the
cordR a year, and the rost of pulp-1rnod is steaclily rising.
other by blocking their opponents, preventing them from
spearing a potato in the first place and-if one succeeds in
Wi th Oregon dry it is safe to pred.ict that history will doing so-by knocking tbe tuber from the lance. .At the
not repeat in 1.hc case of one crop harvested in the Hood e11d o.f eight minutes the game is stopped, and the side
Ri\'Cr YalleY wl1en H. Gros~, local pnre:hascr of jnnk. col- having the greate~t number of potatoes in its goal box
lcc:lcd anl rn ~cl :2,000 doien 1rhiskcy and beer bottles. 'l'he wins.
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ARTICLES OF ALL KINDS
BIRDS IYCHEASE DURING WAR.
\Vil<l birds which were formerly shot as game hal'e been
increasing rapidly since the war· in France, Belgium and
other countries, nccording to '11 • Gilbert Pearson, Secretary
of tl1e National Association of Audubon Societies.
"For example, the Frenf'h Government has stopped all
hunting," he said, "and the Minister of \Yar has issued
an order that the sale of nati1·e game would not Le tolerated. Ordinarily more than 1,000 tons of native killed
gainc are sold annually in the markets of France, representing many millions . of game birds.
"Belgium in time of peace was one of the greatest birdcatching countries in Europe. M:ore than 50,000 skylarks,
as well as hundreds of thousand~ of other birds, were annually trapped aud exported from that country for food.
Our corresponclents have found that there was less hunting in all parts of Europe than formerly."
DOUBLE·- BLADED HACK SAW. '.: :
. .
.
The capaclty and speed of. the power-driven hack saw
h.as be~m donbled by a saw wluch .has ~wo blades, each ?De
attackmg. the work fr.om opposite sides, thus. ~oubl:rn.g
the capacity of. the ordmary smgle-bladed machme: It ~s
said to be possible to get 270 strokes per mmute ·with this
apparat.us. The blades move up and down in unison, one
cutting on the clownstroke and the other on the up. The
sawing is thus a continuous operation; both saws feeding
into the stock and releasing on the return. The device
makes use of standard hack saw blades and by reversing
them it is possible to secure full service from them. The
saw frames are of heavy seamless tubing and are operated
in the usual manner, but a novel feature is introduced in
the method of keeping tbe work and blades cool without
the use of a pump. The lower end's of the frames have
ball check valves which work up and down in the cooling
solution contained in the base of the machine, thus forcing
the cooling liquid through the tubing and down on the
saws. This sYstem of circulating the cooling liquid appears as efficient as it is simple.
NAVY LEAGUE SEEKS 100,000 MECH ANIOS.
campaign to enroll
The Navy League announced
Naval Reserve,
proposed
the
for
100,000 skilled mechanics
who , the announcement says, would be desperately needed
in the event of war.
"With very little training," says the league, "these men,
already skilled in ~he science of mechanics, could be fitted
to take the places of veteran bluejackets at the guns, in the
eno"ine-rooms and in other vitally important posts requirin~ technical skill in the nation's complicated fighting machines. This reserYe wilT include yachtsmen and motorboat owners who hlne already registered.,.
The Naval Reserve Committee of the league is circulating petitions to Congress for the establishment of traini.n.g camps on the Plattsburg plan so popular with the ·pros~

a

pectiYe citizen-soldier~ last summer. A slogan, ''Half a
million signatures by March,'" has been adopted.
The committee members believe that out of the 500,000
signers of the petitions at least 100,000 will register as
rnhrntcers fo / the :Naral Reserve.
BTIARCHLYGS OF TREES.
Apeaking of 1.h e ordinary trees such as oak, elm, ash,
birch, maple, beec h, chestnut, etc., the English writer,
J olm RLlskin, in his work on "Modern Painters" cites this
general law: "Neither the stems nor the boughs of any
of the above trees taper, except when they fork. Whenever
a stem sends off a branch, or a branch a lesser bough, or a
lesser bough a bud, the stem or the branch is, on the inst::rnt. less in diameter by the exact quantity of the branch
sent off, and they remain in the same diameter; or if there
be any change rather increase than diminish until they
send off another branch or bough. This law is imperative
and without exception; no bough, not stem, nor twig, ever
tapering or becoming narrower towards its extremity, by
,a hair's breadth, saw• where it parts with some portion of
its substance at a fork or bud, so that if all the twigs and
sprays at the top and sides of the tree, which are and have
been, could be united without loss of space, they would
form a rouncl Joo- of at least the diameter of the trunk
from which they "'spring."
JAPANESE GAM:ES.
One of the most popular games among Japanese children
is otedama, played with small cloth bags filled with red
beans. The number of bags used is ·seven or ten. The
game consists i11 throwing the bags into the air, one after
another, in quick success\on, trying to catch them before
they reach the ground. The idea is to keep all the bags in
motion.
Another popular game is ishikeri, or stone-kieking.
Chalk lines are drawn on the street, making squares, in
which .pebbles are placed. The game is to hop from one
square to another on one foot, kicking the pebbles.
In the game of mimihiki, or ear-pulling, two boys sit
opposite each other with loops in their hands and try to
la~so an ear of the opponent. Another boys' game is kubihiki, or head-pulling. Two boys are tied together by the
neck awl then they try to pull each other about, the on~
yielding being clefoatcJ.
In mramekkurn, sides al'e chosen. Each side stares at
the other, and the side none of the members of which
laugh is the winner. Even to show the teeth is to lose. ;
deoshi is a game wherein two boys sit opposite, and
push bancl against hand until one yields. In yubizumo, or
finger-\nestling, two boys match finger against finger, the
fin gers of the opposing hand s being locked together,
tlrnmb6 free. The ·fingers are pressed against each other
until one hov·s hand is pressed back or down. ,
Ikusrr-gokl~o is a wrrr game in which the youngsters 11.res~
in pap<ff uniforms, with swGrd,s and knapsacks, and parade.
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No. 46. HOW TO MAKJ!: A ND USE ELECTRICfTY . -A d e scripti o n o f the 1YOn derful
u 1ea of el e ctrtcity and el e ctro ma E" netlsm; toc ether with futl in s tructions for making E \e ctr1c Toy1, B a tteries, etc. By George Trebel .
A. M .. M. D.
Contatnlng over n r ty tllu11tra-

RAPHER .-Conta lnlns u ae!ul •nta rm a tt a n re gardin1r the Cam era an• h ew to w ork tt: a l10
h ow to make Pb e tesra~ktc M astc L a.ntern
Slides and other Tra n ar> a rencle!i. Handsomely
Ill ustrated .

47 . . HOW T O BRE AK , R IDE AND
DRI VE A HOJtSE. -A compl e te treattee on
the boi-se. Deaerlbtnc the most u eeful h o ree.s
for buslnes •. the bes t horses for the road ;
~~~oh~~~:~ble reclpe• r"'r dtseaaes peculiar to
No. 48. HOW T O B UILD
A."D SAJI.
CANOES. -A h a n d y book tor b o ys , con tain ~ ng fu l l dlrec tl• n a tor c e nmtru c tlng ca n oes and
the m o st p Gpular manher or sailin g them.
Fully Illustrated.
No. •9. H OW TO DEB.~TE .-Glvlng rulea
for conducting debate1, outltnes tor d e bat ~ • .
q uemttons fo r d is c u • slon, a nd th e best aour cea
t or proc uring tn1'ormatlon o n the que• tion
~iv;;: 50 . H OW TO STUFF B IRDS AND ANlllALS.- A valuabl e book. giving Instruction•
ln c ollecting, preparing, m o unting and preaervtng blrda. an imals and tnae c ta.
No. 51. HOW TO DO T RI CKS WIT H
CAltDS.--Co nt a.ining exp lanati o ns of the seneral principle• of alel g ht- o f-hand appli c able
to card trick 11·, of card tri c ks with o rdinary
cards, and not requiring slel &"ht - ot - hand : or
tri ck s Involving slelght-or-hand, or the uae
of J:.ec~ai_,1Y ~O~ar~i C.:J..~y ~~~i;':.~~ivtn.g
the rulea a n d full d tre c t lone: ror p laying
Euch r e , C ribbage, C aain o. Forty-Flve, Rounce,
Pedro San c h o, Draw Poker, A uction Pitch ,
All Fours. and ma n y o ther popular gamea of
eards.
No. 58. HOW TO WRITE LETTERS. -A
:wonde rlu l li tt le book , telltng you h o w to write
to y o ur swee theart, your r~t h e r, m o ther, alat er. bro ther, employer ; and , in f a ct , e veryb o d y and an y body y o u wis h to writ e to.
No. 54. H OW TO KEl: I' AND MANAGE
P E'fS.- Gt v tng c omplete Informati on as to the
man ne r and m eth o d o f rais in g , k e epi n g , tam ing breeding, an d m a.nagl n~ a l l k in'd s of p e ts ;
a ls o giving tull Instru c ti ons ! o r mak in g ca g e s ,
at e.
Fully explained b y tw e nty - eight llluatratlons.
No. 55. HOW
TO COLLECT STAMPS
A ND COINS.-Contaln lng va lua bl e ln!or m atton regarding the co ll ec ting a nd arran g ing
ot 1 tamps an d coins.
Handsome ly Illus tr at e d.
No. 56. HOW TO BECOME AN
E:SGINEER.-Con t alning fu ll instru c ti o ns ho w t o
beco me a locomo tiv e enginee r ; a lao dire ctions
f o r buildin g &. m ode l loco m o tive; t o e ethe r
with a tull des c ripti on or everythJng an eng ineer should know.
No. 00 . HOW TO l:IECOMEl'H?'f'OG-

tlons. Dt2Uee. St aff o! Omcers, P o• t Guard , Police Re gulatt o n1 , Fire De• artment, a nd a ll a
hoy sh ou ld know to be a ca det. Ry Lu Senaren;,;o. 63. H OW TO B EC 0 1'U£ A NAV A L
CADET.- C omplete Instr u c t ions o! how to gain
Rdm issto n t o the Annapells Nav al A cademy.
Als o con taining the cour11e o r instru c t ion, d escrlpt lo n o f ground• a nd but14!:1nga, historical
1ke tc h , a n d everything a 'ltey shau ld know to
become a n office r In the United St~ . •• Na.vy.
B y Lu S e nare na.
No. 64 . RO\V TO MA.KE EL.ZCTR ICAL
MACHINES.-Conta tntng full d trectte ns for
:r.vani:,i;;,i;. • ••l:~:r:!n;"~~~~·~ ·oy~n~~·~l:n.. 6cr~~~
by eJectrtc lty.
By R . A. R. Bennet.
Fully
lllu!lltrated.
No. c;5 . .l\fULDOON'S J O KES. - The m ••t
original Joke book ever pu 'lt llohed, a nd It la
b rimfu l o r \\it and humoT'.
It c on t ain• a
large collection of aonga, jokes, conundrum•.
etc. , of Terrence Mu ldeo n, th e creat wtt. bumortal, and prac tical j oker of the day .
No. &6. HO W T O D O P U ZZL E S.-Conta.tnlng over three hun • red lntereating pus slea
and conundruma, ";Ith key to aa me. A co m ;>lete book. Fully l1u • trated .
No. 67. H OW
TO
DO
ELECTRI CAi,
TRI C K S.-Con t atnlng a la r1re collection of in stru c tiv e and highly a.mu1lng electrical trlcka,
t o ge t h e r with illua tratlon•. By A . Anderson .
No. 68. HOW T O DO C H EMI C A L T R ICKS.
-ContaJnlng over one hundred high ly amuaIn g and tnatructlve tricks wtth c hemica ls. By
A . Anderaon .
Handsomel y Illustrated.
No. 89. IIOW TO DO SLEJGHT-OF- H A.-.;D.
--Containing over fttty ot th e latest and best
trl cka used by magicians. Al s o co ntaining the
s ec ret of seco nd atgh t. Full y ll luatrated.
No. 7U. H OW TO MAKE MAG I C TOYS.Co nta ining full directions !or m aking Magic
T o ys and device• or many kinds. Fully lllua trs.ted.
No. 71 . HOW
TO
DO
MECHANICAL
1'RICKS.-Conta1nl ng
compl e te
lns t ru c tlona
to r p er f o r m in g o ver sixty Me chanJcal Tri c ks.
F ully Il lus t rat e d .
No. 72.
HO\V TO DO SIXTY '1'.,'\I C ~S
\\"JTH CARDS.- Embracl ng all o t th e lat e st
a nd m o at d eceptive card tricks, wt th tl luatra tl o na.
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No. 73. HOW TO DO TRI CKS
NU M BERS. -S ho wlng many curious
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B
A. And" rson . Fully Illustrated.
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full
Jnstructio~
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--Conta.JnJng tricks with Doll" lnoes, Dice:
C ups and BaJJs, Hate, et c. Embra c ing t hirt y '
stx Illustra t ions. By A . Anderson .

TJ'~· H~"D~!nt~~ 1 ~:~JteaF?o1:~~1f:: r:~

tun e s by the aid of li nes o r the hand , 01
tthe e nsge0l'!eutturo ! •pvaelnmt 1stbryy. aldA ls of mth el e s•.•cm
re,.trkoaj
111
6
0
..
8
0
scan, e tc. Illuatrated .
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N o. 17. HO\\' TO DO FORTY TRICK
W ITH CAADS.-Contalnln g d ecep ti ve C ar
Trick• a a performed by leading conjure rs anJ
m a gicians.
Arranged for hom e a muee mentJ
Fully lllu• trated.
No. ' 78.1

HO W TO D O THE BLACK A R T.
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wtth many wond e rful expe r Jm en ts. By
A . Anderso n.
Illustrate d.
N<>. 79 . H OW TO BECOME A.-"1 ACTO R ,
--Conta.1nJng c o mplet e Jn atru c tlons how to
mak e up !or vari o us c hara c te r • o n t he stage;
tege-ther with the dut ies of the Stag e M anab er.
Prompter, Scenic Artlat and Pro pe rt y )-fan.
N o . 80. G US W I LLIAM S' J OKE BOOK.-

fu0~~~J~~~~te!h~! ~~\~s~jr~~:~~n~~~~~otG!r!~

comedh1.n.
Sixty-tour pages; han d s ome c o l ored cover, containing a half-tone ph o to ot
th author .
N o. Al. HO\V TO l\I ESM..ERIZE.-Co nta.J ning the mo• t approved me t h ods of m esmertam; anim a l magn e tism , o r , magne t ic hea lIng. By Pro!. L eo H u g o K o cb . A.0.S. au thor
ot ' How to Hypnotize," e t c.
N o. 82. HO\\' TO DO PAL.l\I JSTRY.-Contah.tng the moat approved m ethod s of rea dIng the llnea on the han d, to g e ther wit h a f ull
e xp lanation of th e ir m e a ning ,
A lso expl a inJng phrenology, and t h e key for telling c hara c ter by th e b u m ps on t h e h ead .
By Leo
Hugo K o c h . A .C.S. Fully Illustrated.
· :So. 83. HOW '1'0 H \ ' l'NOTJZE.-Contaln ln & v a luab le a n d Ins t ruc t ive info rma tio n regardln!! th e s c ience o f hyp n oti s m .
Al so expl a l 11l n g th e m os t ap p r oved m e th ods which
are emp loy ed by t h e lead in g h y pn o t is ts ot
t h e w o r ld .
By Le o Hugo K oc h . A .C. S.
?>oo. 84 . HOW TO BECOME A:S AUTHOR.
-Cont ain ing Info rmat io n r egarding c h o ke o f
s ubjecte:, th e u s e of w ords an d th e ma nner of
p r enptaa lrnlnngg avnad asubblem lt ntl(nogrmmatal n u s car 1pt to Atlhs I
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ne a tness, leg ib ilit y and ge n eral composltl'oo
o! man u a crlpt .

e se.i.t to any address on rece ipt or price, 10 eta. per co~y, or 3 tor 25 ctii., Ir. money or pos t age etamps. by

168 West 23d St., New York.

